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The  Feeiae  Movement  in  the 

United  States 


By  Albert  Philip  Cohen 

Perhaps  it  all  started  in  1846  during  the  famine  which  caused  such  great  havoc  in 
Ireland.  The  tremendous  influx  of  immigrants  into  this  country  brought  not  only  new 
skills  and  more  labor  to  our  shores  but  also  old  grievances — all  of  them  against  England. 
With  the  failure  of  the  Irish  Revolution  of  1848,  many  of  its  leaders  fled  to  the  United 
States,  soon  to  be  the  heads  of  new  movements  here.  The  name  to  remember  among 
them  is  that  of  John  O’Mahony,  who  was  later  to  lead  the  “American  Fenian 
Movements.” 


The  Purpose  of  the  Fenian  Movement 

I hroughout  the  early  1850s,  the  seething  Irish  formed  a loosely  knit  group  called 
"The  Irishmen’s  Civil  and  Military  Republican  Union,”  the  simple  object  of  which  was 
to  free  Ireland  from  the  throes  of  the  English.  There  were  to  be  many  such  groups  in  the 
ensuing  years,  all  with  the  same  aim  but  never  with  any  real  mass  following. 

1 here  were  many  publications  which  tried  to  stir  up  the  hatred  of  the  Irish.  The 
July  28,  1855  issue  of  the  Citizen , a New  York  City  newspaper,  carried  the  following 
plea,  typical  of  the  vituperation  of  the  time: 

“I  wish  to  ask  my  fellow  Irishmen  in  America  what  they  propose  doing  for  the 
redemption  of  Ireland?  The  Saxon  vampire,  to  be  sure,  may  have  sucked  the  sap  of  the 
land,  as  he  did  the  blood  of  your  fathers;  but  the  land  is  still  there  . . . but  what  is  more, 
that  God  who  beheld  its  sufferings  during  the  last  700  years  begins  now  to  give  you  the 
most  unequivocal  signs  that  your  tyrant  foe  is  humbled,  and  that  now  or  never  is  the  day 
of  vengeance.  The  power  of  England  is  crushed  forever.  Never  will  she  lift  her  head 
again.  . . 

Despite  many  scandals  of  mismanaged  funds  in  these  groups,  the  main  objective  was 
staunchly  held,  and  in  April  of  1859  “The  Fenian  Brotherhood”  was  organized.  The 
main  purpose  of  this  group,  as  stated  at  its  founding,  was  to  afford  military,  financial  and 
political  aid  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  of  America  to  help  the  revolution  in  the  British 
Isles  gain  the  independence  of  Ireland. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  movement,  its  leader,  John  O’Mahony,  sent  many  men 
throughout  the  United  States  to  raise  support  and  to  get  volunteers  for  the  army  of 
the  Fenians.  At  first,  his  main  objective  was  to  have  5,000  trained  men,  but  in  the 
later  years  he  was  to  have  many  times  this  number.  However,  the  outbreaks  of  the  Civil 
War  in  the  United  States  disrupted  his  plans. 

At  first  the  Fenians  did  not  want  their  men  to  fight  in  the  Civil  War  because 
they  feared  heavy  losses.  But  fight  these  men  did,  with  the  result  that  the  Fenians 
now  had  invaluable  experience  which  would  be  a help  to  them  when  they  fought  their 
own  war. 

A great  minor  issue  was  the  fact  that  England  had  supposedly  remained  neutral,  but 
in  fact,  during  the  early  days  of  the  war,  actually  favored  the  South.  With  the  victory 
by  the  Union  and  the  dislike  of  England  generated  over  disputes  about  fishing  rights 
and  boundaries,  the  Irish  hoped  the  Americans  would  be  swayed  in  favor  of  their  little 
war. 

But  the  Fenians  failed  to  realize  that  they  were  welcomed  into  this  country  chiefly 
for  their  labor  value  and  not  for  their  Catholicism  or  revolutionary  ideas.  During  this 
time  the  movement  had,  for  the  most  part,  been  conducted  in  the  open.  There  had  been 
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no  fear  of  reprisals  by  outsiders  or  the  U.  S.  government.  The  cold  feeling  between 
Britain  and  America  and  the  fact  that  Fenians  were  advocating  revolution  while  on  U.  S. 
soil  gave  our  government  an  extra  fillip  in  the  uncordial  relations  between  the  two 
countries.  We  listened  with  closed  ears  as  the  English  protested. 

Throughout  the  years  of  the  movement,  the  Irish  never  lost  their  flair  for  color. 
In  the  ranks  of  the  Fenians  could  be  found  a “fighting”  Tom  Sweeny,  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  Civil  War,  and  a “Pagan”  O’Leary,  a supposed  atheist,  who  walked 
around  sporting  a bullet  crease  in  his  skull.  And  then  there  were  the  fund-raising  picnics, 
where  a wild  time  was  had  by  all  and  the  green  of  Erin  abounded. 

The  Fenians  were  plagued  with  a problem  common  to  most  revolutionary  groups, 
that  of  not  having  enough  money  for  all  their  planned  activities.  However,  this  group 
tackled  their  problems  in  several  unorthodox  ways.  They  not  only  arranged  the  fund- 
raising picnics  hut  also  sold  bonds. 


JfiW:  Dmttam 


<//;  }/rw///x  a//?/ 7/// 


V ///////// 


bfr  r/t  f#r  (A/  M /*?/*////>' 


Fig.  1.  denomination  of  “The  Irish  Republic”  bond,  proof  on  cardboard  in  black 
only,  green  seal,  numbers  missing.  Portrait  of  Theobald  Wolf  Tone,  Irish  patriot. 
Engraved  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  (From  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  Collection) 
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Fig.  2.  Small  $5  “The  Irish  Republic’ 
O’Mahony.  In  green  and  black  with 
graved  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note 


’ bond,  signed  by  B.  Doran  Killian  and  John 
red  numerals.  Size  S by  3 % inches.  En- 
Co.  (From  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  Collection) 
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The  Fenian  Ronds 

These  bends,  engraved  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  were  extremely  ornate. 
On  one  side  appeared  portraits  of  Irish  heroes,  wolfhounds  and  harps,  while  on  the 
reverse  was  the  figure  of  Erin  somewhat  resembling  our  Columbia,  with  a Union  soldier 
picking  up  a sword  near  her  feet.  Because  the  bonds  promised  six  per  cent  interest, 
they  sold  very  quickly.  Even  little  g’rls  saved  up  their  pennies  in  order  to  buy  them. 


Fig'.  8.  $10  “The  Irish  Republic”  bond  with  tab  in  proof  condition  on  tissue,  size 
6 x 14  inches.  Theobald  Wolf  Tone  on  left  and  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  on  right. 
Engraved  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  (From  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard 
Collection ) 


Fig.  5.  $10  “Republic  of  Ireland”  bond  with  portraits  of  Theobald  Wolf  Tone  and 
Thomas  Davis.  Inscription  under  vignette  reads  “Irish  Independence.  Size 
10  x 7%  inches.  Engraved  in  green,  black  and  red  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note 
Co.  (From  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  Collection) 
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Fig.  4.  $10  “The  Irish  Republic”  bond  signed  by  John  O’Mahony,  agent  for  the  Irish  Republic.  Engraved  in  black,  green 
and  red  by  the  Continental  Rank  Note  Co.  Size  IOV2  x 6 Vfc  inches.  Printed  on  one  side  only.  (From  Albert  Philip  Cohen 
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Fig.  (>.  Reverse  of  $5  small  “The  Irish  Republic’’  bond  showing  the  great  artistry 
of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  (From  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  Collection) 


Fig.  7.  Reverse  of  $10  “Republic  of  Ireland’’  bond  showing  intricate  geometrical 
pattern.  Engraved  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  (From  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard 
Collection ) 


The  Fenian  “Stamps” 

The  stamps  or  labels  were  issued  for  fund  raising  purposes,  too.  There  were  four 
denominations:  one  cent,  one  penny,  three  cents,  and  twenty-four  cents.  There  is  also 
a mystery  over  a supposed  ten  cent  label,  but  evidence  has  never  been  presented  to  confirm 
its  existence. 

All  of  the  labels  were  typographed  from  wood  blocks,  causing  them  to  be  prime 
targets  for  forgeries  in  later  years.  On  most  of  them  the  traditional  Irish  harp  is 
found,  usually  decorated  by  a shamrock.  The  labels  were  placed  side  by  side  with  the 
normal  postage  stamps  until  the  embarrassed  British  passed  a law  forbidding  any  British 
mail  to  have  the  labels  on  the  front  side. 

The  following  descriptive  list  of  the  labels  is  compiled  from  the  various  sources 
indicated : 

One  Penny,  Erin  go  Bragh — Typographed  in  green  on  thick,  yellowish  white  paper.  Imperforate: 
size  2i  x 2 <5  mm.  Traditional  harp  in  center  oval  with  buckled  band  around  it.  “ERIN  GO  BRAGH” 
at  top  in  band.  “POSTAGE”  at  top;  “ONE  PENNY”  at  bottom,  with  numerals  in  the  four  corners. 
Key  pattern  at  sides,  shamrocks  in  inner  spandrels.  Possibly  for  use  in  England  or  Ireland.  (Reported 
in  Chapier’s  “Les  Timbres  de  Fantaise,”  p.  26  of  supplement.  Origin  unknown.) 
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Fig1.  8.  Vignette  proof  on  cardboard  of  design  used  on  “Republic 
of  Ireland"  bonds.  Inscription  reads,  “Irish  Independence.” 
(From  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  Collection) 


Fig.  9.  Vignette  proof  on  cardboard  showing  recumbent  soldier 
in  uniform  of  the  Northern  Army  being  exhorted  by  a female 
spirit  of  Ireland  to  take  up  the  sword.  She  is  pointing  to  the 
distant  Irish  coast  where  one  of  the  famous  Round  Towers  can 
be  seen.  An  Irish  wolfhound  is  at  her  side.  (From  Dr.  Julian 
Blanchard  Collection) 


One  Cent — Typographed  from  a wood  block  in  black  on  green  and  black  on  blue.  Size  22 V)  x -7  mm. 
Design  of  Irish  harp  decorated  with  shamrock  in  central  circule.  “REPUBLIC  OF  IRELAND’’  around 
circle;  “POSTAGE”  at  top;  numerals  in  each  corner;  “ONE  CENT”  at  bottom  center.  (Reported  and 
illustrated  in  the  “Daily  Graphic,”  April  ig,  1893.  Sold  as  lot  118  at  London  Stamp  Exchange  sale  of 
May  31,  1958.) 


Three  Cents — Typographed  from  a wood  block  in  green  on  white  paper.  Size  zzl/2  x 26  mm. 
Design  of  Irish  harp  in  smaller  central  circle.  “POSTAGE”  at  bottom  of  circle;  “REPUB.  HIRER."  at 
top  surrounding  shamrock  design ; “THREE  CENTS”  in  bottom  panel ; numerals  in  ovals  at  top  left  and 
right.  Background  of  a plaid  pattern.  Note  the  white  line  across  the  lettering.  (Reported  in  “Stamp 
Collector’s  Magazine,”  Feb.  1,  1866,  and  illustrated  in  the  “Daily  Graphic,”  April  29,  1893.) 

Twenty-Four  Cents,  Type  I — Typographed  from  a wood  block  in  green  and  in  mauve  on  white  paper. 
Dot  in  center  of  hole  in  garter  to  right  of  buckle;  “2”  of  “24”  upright.  Three  long  and  three  shorter 
lines  to  right  of  “C”  in  “REPL1BLIC.”  Five  and  one-half  lines  to  right  of  “D”  of  “IRELAND.” 
Three  and  one-half  lines  to  left  of  “P.”  Four  and  one-half  lines  to  the  right  of  “E”  of  “POSTAGE.” 
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Outer  frame  thin  and  even;  size  21  x 23I/2  nim.  Short  thick  curl  to  right  of  top 
“POSTAGE"  the  bottom  loop  of  “P,”  the  horizontal  bar  of  “T”,  and  cross  bar  of 
joined  to  verticals.  In  “IRELAND,”  the  center  limb  of  ”R”  and  cross  bar  of  A 
“CENTS,”  the  center  limb  of  “E”  is  not  joined  to  the  vertical.  (Reported  in 
Magazine,”  Feb.  1,  1866.) 


string  of  harp.  In 
“A”  are  not  quite 
are  not  joined.  In 
“Stamp  Collector’s 


Twenty-Four  Cents,  Type  la— Similar  in  main  features  but  outer  frame  is  thick  and  uneven  and 
corners  are  not  square.  There  is  a break  in  the  southwest  corner  and  a long  cnrled  curve  to  the  ng 
of  the  top  string  on  the  curve  of  the  harp.  Also,  a line  from  the  top  left  of  „ E of  POSTAGE  to  the 
frame  above  and  an  oblique  line  from  the  top  point  of  “C”  of  ‘REPUBLIC.  ie  . 0 


Fig.  10.  One  Penny  and  One  Cent  Labels. 


(From  H.  G.  Leslie  Fletcher  Collection) 


CENT 


Fig. 


11.  Types  I and  la,  24c  labels  (From  H.  G.  Leslie  Fletcher  Collection) 
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Size  o.//  x ntr  'See  ' “ *'■  '**  °f  the  “2”  °f  which  « thin  oblique  tail 
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“Sm  ttxt  ” a 1 f me  r,  or  i UilAOli.  Break  in  inner  oval  over  ‘U”  ni 

let^s  LeT,  ™,n.T  '^i^Tu^  yTTow”  ~ “ * * 


Fig.  12.  Three  Cents  and  24c  Type  II  labels 
Collection) 


(From  H.  G.  Leslie  Fletcher 


The  illustration  of  the  Type  II  label  shown  here  is  originally  that  which  appeared 
in  Stamp  Collectors  Magazine.”  Accompanying  it  was  the  following  commentary: 

I EN  IAN  ESSAN  What  next?  We  shall  have  to  note,  perhaps,  some  day,  an 
emanation  from  our  sable  brethren  of  Jamaica.  The  stamp  is  not  ill-designed,  however 
much  so  the  intents  of  its  concoctors  may  have  been.  The  specimen  presented  to  view 
is  green  on  white,  not  perforated:  POSTAGE  above;  value  below;  REPUBLIC  OF 
IRELAND  left  and  right;  harp  of  Erin  in  central  oval,  encompassed  by  garter  inscribed 
LIBER  I AS  E4  NATALE  SOLUM;  shamrock  in  each  spandrel.  For  further  informa- 
tion respecting  this  curiosity,  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote  the  letter  of  the  Fenian 
postal  secretary  to  the  party  from  whence  we  received  it.  It  runs  thus: 

, New  York,  Dec.  S,  1S65 

James  M.  Hunter,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries  of  the  3rd  instant,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  three  designs  for  postal  stamps 
have  been  submitted  to  our  department.  The  designs  are  upon  wood.  The  values  are  three,  ten,  and 
twenty-four  cents:  the  twenty-four  cent  has  been  printed  in  green  and  blue.  At  your  earnest  request.  I 
send  you  specimens  of  the  twenty-four  cent  stamp,  the  only  one  attainable  at  present.  Hoping  my  informa- 
tion will  prove  satisfactory, 

I remain,  yours,  respectfully, 


James  W.  McAdams 
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The  Fenian 


“War 


11 


In  1865,  John  O’Mahony  rented  a large  house  in  New  York,  which  was  to  be  the 
new  location  of  the  “Irish  Government”  until  the  country  could  be  freed.  At  the  top 
of  the  building  a Fenian  Hag  flew  alongside  an  American  flag,  wdth  benians  just  a tiny 
bit  higher. 

The  main  question  before  the  leaders  was  just  how  to  begin  the  war.  I here  were 
two  main  factions,  one  led  by  O’Mahony,  who  favored  an  invasion  of  Ireland  from  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  the  other  by  William  R.  Roberts,  'who  wanted  first  to  capture 
Canada  and  trade  it  for  Ireland. 

In  the  New  York  City  newspaper,  the  Irish- American , issue  of  beb.  3,  1866,  Roberts 
extolled  the  dreams  of  Gen.  Sweeny  in  a speech,  saying: 

“If  we  can  get  a foothold  on  which  to  raise  the  Irish  flag  we  shall  be  recognized. 

Let  us  repeat  what  is  already  history;  let  us  show  that  Irishmen  can  fight.  A government 
once  established,  it  will  have  the  sympathies  of  every  Irishman.  Irishmen  in  every  quarter 
of  the  land  seeing  that  we  are  working  instead  of  talking,  the  cause  will  go  triumphantly 
forward  until  there  will  not  be  left  a single  Saxon  cutthroat.  Now  what  is  the  best 
route?  Let  that  be  decided  on,  then  in  two  months  we  shall  get  a foothold  of  our  own, 
the  Irish  flag  will  be  raised,  and  Ireland,  free  Ireland,  will  be  recognized  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  Then  having  secured  so  much,  we  will  have  more.’ 

After  much  arguing,  the  factions  decided  that  Canada  would  be  invaded  in  the  first 
week  of  June  1866.  The  Fenians  now  prepared  for  action,  and  word  spread  throughout 

the  group  across  the  United  States.  Within  a short  time  the  volunteers  arrived  at  the  two 

starting  points,  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  and  Buffalo,  New  N ork,  with  Generals  Sweeney  and 
O’Neil  leading  their  groups. 

Throughout  this  entire  period  the  U.  S.  government  did  practically  nothing  to  stop 
the  Fenians,  seemingly  enjoying  the  jibes  at  England  and  never  thinking  that  anything 
would  come  of  it.  But  now  that  armies  were  forming,  a different  position  had  to  be  taken. 
President  Johnson  thought  the  Fenians  innocuous  no  more  and  sought  to  disarm  them. 

It  was  the  task  of  General  Meade,  the  hero  of  Gettysburg,  to  go  to  Vermont  and 
break  up  the  groups.  Fie  arrived  and  partially  disarmed  the  benians,  who  then  fled  to 
Canada.  After  being  threatened  there  with  arrest,  they  again  came  to  the  United  States, 
where  Meade  finished  the  job  by  arresting  most  of  them. 

However,  on  May  31  the  attack  from  Buffalo  has  been  launched,  with  the  loss  of 
200  men  at  the  start,  brought  about  when  their  “going-off”  party  became  too  boisterous 
and  resulted  in  200  Irish  hangovers.  But  the  600  who  made  up  the  invasion  force 
went  into  Canada  and  “captured”  the  abandoned  Fort  Erie.  They  then  marched  into 

the  mainland. 


General  O’Neil’s  men,  benefactors  of  Civil  War  experience,  routed  almost  900 
Canadians  and  prevented  the  merger  of  a larger  force.  O’Neil,  seeing  that  he  might  run 
short  of  luck,  retreated  to  Fort  Erie,  which  had  been  retaken  by  the  Canadians,  m the 
interim.  After  a short  battle,  the  Irish  regained  their  prize  and  planned  to  wait  until 

reinforcements  arrived. 

But  O’Neil  found  out  that  his  men  in  Vermont  had  all  been  disbanded.  Therefore 
the  only  course  left  to  him  was  withdrawal  to  the  U.  S.  On  doing  this,  the  American 
government  captured  the  entire  force  and  threatened  jail  terms  and  even  death  sentences 
for  the  renegades.  However,  after  many  trials  most  of  the  b emans  went  free  ; only 
seven  faced  long  terms,  and  none  was  executed. 

The  Fenians  would  not  give  up.  In  1870  the  ever-dauntless  General  O’Neil  formed 
another  group  of  several  hundred  men,  invaded  Canada,  and  lost  the  struggle,  boon 
after  this,  the  Fenians  ceased  to  be.  O’Neil  gave  up  and  founded  an  Irish  settlement 

in  Nebraska. 

Among  the  curious  sidelights  of  the  movement  were  the  decision  to  capture  Campo 
Bello  and  use  it  as  a base  to  store  munitions,  something  that  the  future  President 
Roosevelt  might  have  been  against,  and  the  financing  of  the  construction  of  a submarine 
bv  the  Irishman,  John  Philip  Holland.  It  was  to  be  used  against  the  British.  Holland 
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actually  succeeded  in  making  the  first  metal  submarine,  but  by  that  time  the  Fenians 
were  no  more. 

1 bus  ended  the  dream  held  by  a group  of  daring  Irish,  not  afraid  of  the  impossible 
ut  overcome  by  it.  The  bonds  and  ‘stamps’  remain  their  mute  memorials. 

Epilogue 

Apart  from  the  activities  in  the  United  States,  the  Fenians  planned  to  set  England 
aflame  with  Greek  hire.  The  henians’  h rench  agent  tried  to  subvert  soldiers  of  Irish 
background  serving  in  the  English  Army.  . . . The  Fenians  solicited  the  aid  of  Russia 
against  the  English,  too.  . . . Activities  in  Bermuda  and  Australia  wrere  equally  pyrotechnic 
but  also  futile  against  the  English  might,  which  seized  at  sea  ships  flying  the  Irish  flag. 
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Jean  Cocteau 

Freud!  Artist  and  Stamp  Designer 

By  George  W.  Caldwell 

“Jean  Cocteau  n’est  plus”  (Jean  Cocteau  is  no  more).  This  line  introduces  an 
obituary  which  appeared  in  the  November  1963  issue  of  L’Echo  de  la  Timbrologie,  a 
h rench  philatelic  periodical.  With  his  death,  one  of  the  foremost  French  literary  and 
artistic  personalities  of  the  present  century  has  passed  away. 

Cocteau  is  highly  regarded  in  the  fields  of  literature,  both  poetry  and  prose;  also  in 
music,  motion  pictures,  and  painting.  Philatelists  knowr  him  as  the  designer  of  the  vignette 
seen  on  the  20  centimes  ordinary  (Scott’s  A360)  issued  by  France  on  February  23,  1961. 
It  is  one  of  the  so-called  Mariannes,  a symbol  of  the  French  nation. 

This  is  the  only  design  by  this  artist,  as  far  as  we  know,  which  has  appeared  on  a 
h rench  postage  stamp.  Michel  Maurice-Bokanowski,  Minister  of  Posts  and  Telecom- 
munications at  the  time,  requested  Cocteau  to  submit  the  design. 

Several  Mariannes  had  preceded  this  one,  the  first  having  appeared  in  1944  (Scott’s 
A139).  All  these  are  realistic  personifications.  Cocteau’s  concept,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
a combination  of  realism  and  stylism.  T he  forehead,  the  nose,  the  mouth  in  a slight  pout, 
and  the  chin  in  this  profile  portrait  are  realistic,  while  the  remainder  is  stylistic.  What 
the  artist  meant  to  convey  by  the  latter  is  beyond  the  imagination  of  this  reporter.  The 
drawing  is  restricted  entirely  to  line — no  shading.  To  make  the  record  clear  it  should  be 
noted  that  the  background  and  lettering  were  the  work  of  Albert  Decaris  who  engraved 
the  original  die. 


(Continued  on  Page  191.) 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  80 


157 


Czechoslovakia 

Essays  and  Proofs  of  the  First  Red  Cross  Stamps 

By  John  Velek 

The  interest  in  Red  Cross  stamps  during  the  past  year  brought  about  by  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Red  Cross  prompted  me  to  write  this  article  on  the 
essays  and  proofs  of  the  first  Czechoslovak  stamps  devoted  to  this  cause. 

Official  Bulletin  No.  57  of  the  Ministry  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs  announced  on  Dec. 
10,  1920,  that  there  would  be  issued  on  December  15  of  that  year,  three  stamps  with  a 
surcharge  for  the  benefit  of  the  Red  Cross.  These  stamps  were  to  be  current  issues  with 
overprints  and  would  consist  of  a 40  heller  stamp  with  a 20  heller  surcharge,  a 60  heller 
stamp  with  a 20  heller  surcharge,  and  a 125  heller  stamp  with  a 25  heller  surcharge. 

The  25  heller  surcharge  was  printed  on  current  stocks  of  the  125  heller  Masaryk 
stamp.  (Scott  no.  61.)  This  was  the  registration  rate.  The  same  procedure  was  con- 
sidered for  the  40  and  60  heller  values,  and  essays  and  proofs  exist  on  the  then  current 
“Chainbreaker”  stamps  of  these  denominations.  Plates  were  made  up  in  the  small 
format  of  these  stamps  and  all  the  essays  and  proofs  were  made  in  this  size.  Apparently 
the  small  size  and  dark  colors  were  not  suitable  and  proofs  were  made  on  the  first  issue 
of  Czechoslovakia,  the  Hradcany.  The  5 heller  light  green  and  the  30  heller  olive  seemed 
to  make  good  backgrounds  for  the  red  overprint.  However,  since  the  postcard  rate  at 
this  time  was  40  hellers  and  the  letter  rate  was  60  hellers  it  was  decided  to  print  new 
stocks  of  these  values  in  the  desired  colors. 

The  overprints  themselves  were  designed  by  Aloise  Mudrunka.  I wo  ornamental 
designs  were  rejected  after  trial  printings.  (Figure  1,  *RCipa  and  Figure  2,  *RC3pb.) 
The  accepted  design  for  the  two  low  values  was  a cradle  inscribed  “20”  and  a red  cross. 
(Figure  1,  *RCpm.)  The  final  design  for  the  125  heller  overprint  was  a plain  figure  of 
value  with  a cross  on  each  side.  (Figure  2,  **RC3.) 

Essays  and  proofs  using  the  small  “Chainbreaker  format  on  the  large  Hradcany 
stamps  resulted  in  interesting  varieties,  such  as  a pair  with  three  overprints,  (higure  I, 
#RC2pe)  and  another  with  no  overprint  on  the  stamps  from  the  outside  rows  of  the  sheet. 
(Figure  1,  RCipp.)  A checklist  of  all  known  varieties  follows:1 


#RCli). 

pa. 

pb. 

pc- 

pd. 

pe. 

pf. 
PS- 

pit . 
pi. 

!>J- 

pk. 

pi. 

pm. 

pn. 

po. 

pp. 

pq. 

pr. 

ps. 

pt. 

pu. 


#RC1.  40  HELLER  OLIVE  PLUS  20h.  (SCOTT  #B130) 


Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Proof 

Proof 

[’roof 

Proof 

[’roof 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

['roof 


and  proof  catalogue  numbers, 
in  black  on  white  card.  (Figure  1). 
red  on  buff  paper. 

on  buff  paper  with  offset  on  reverse, 
on  oh  Hradcany,  Scott  #2.  (Figure  2) 
on  3 Oh  Hradcany,  Scott  # 6. 

40h  Hradcany,  Scott  #7. 

40h  Hradcany,  perforated. 
lOh  Postage  Due,  Scott  #J2. 

40h  Chainbreaker,  Scott  #71. 

40h  Chainbreaker,  inverted. 

40h  Chainbreaker.  (Figure  1). 

4 Oh  Chainbreaker,  inverted. 


in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

in 

of 


red 
red 
red 
red 
red 
red 
red 
red 
black 
black 


on 

on 

on 

on 

on 


011 

on 


black  on  white  card.  (Figure  1). 
red  on  white  card. 

on  oh  Hradcany,  Scott  #2. 
on  30h  Hradcany,  Scott  #0.  (Figure  1). 

40h  Hradcany,  Scott  #7.  (Figure  2). 

40 h Hradcany,  perforated. 

10h  Postage  Due,  Scott  #J2.  (Figure  1). 

4<)h  Hradcany  printed  in  olive,  imperforate, 
stamp  in  olive  on  stamp  paper  without  overprint, 


red 

red 

red 

red 

red 

red 

40h 


on 

on 

011 

on 


ini  perforate. 2 


i58 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  80 


1>V. 

pw. 

px. 
py- 

#R€lq. 

qa. 


qb. 

<1<‘. 

qd. 

qe. 


Proof  of  4 Oh  stamp  in  olive  on  stamp  paper  without  overprint, 
perforated. 2 

Proof  in  red  on  401i  ( hainbreaker,  Scott  ft 7t. 

Proof  in  red  on  40h  Chainbreaker,  Seott  #71,  inverted. 

Proof  in  black  on  40b  Chainbreaker.  (Figure  1). 

Printer’s  waste  catalogue  numbers. 

Double  impression  in  red  of  overprint  only  on  gray  blue  paper. 
(Figure  1). 

Triple  impression  in  red  of  overprint  only  on  gray  blue  paper. 
Double  impression  in  red  of  4 Oh  olive  stamp  on  rose  tinted  paper. 
Double  impression  in  red  of  40h  olive  stamp  on  gray  blue  paper. 
Double  impression  of  40b  stamp  in  olive  without  overprint. 
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#RO!qf. 


# RC2pa. 

pb. 

pc. 

pd. 

pe. 

pf. 

pg. 

ph. 


Single 

paper. 

ff  RC2. 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Essay 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 

Proof 


impression  on  both  sides  of  40b  stamp  in  olive  on  rose  tinted 

60  HELLER  GREEN  PLUS  20b.  (SCOTT  #B131) 

in  red  on  00b  Hradcany,  Scott  #3 2. 
in  red  on  00b  Cbainbreaker,  Scott  if  4 3. 
in  red  on  OOli  Cbainbreaker,  inverted, 
in  hl'irk  on  00b  Cbainbreaker. 

red  on  OOh  Hradcany,  Scott  #32.  (Figure  1). 
in  red  on  OOli  Hradcany  printed  in  green,  imperforate, 
in  black  on  00b  Cbainbreaker,  Scott  #<3. 
in  red  on  00b  Cbainbreaker. 
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pi.  Proof  in  red  on  601i  Chainbreaker,  inverted.  (Figure  1). 

pj.  Proof  on  COh  Hradcany  printed  in  green  on  stamp  paper  without 

overprint,  imperforate.2 
j>k.  Same  perforated.2 


2qa.  Triple  overprint  in  red  on  rose  tinted  paper  with  6 Oh  stamp  on  reverse. 

qb.  Single  overprint  in  red  on  rose  tinted  paper  with  COh  on  front  and  40h 

on  reverse. 

qc.  Double  impression  of  COh  green  stamp  on  rose  tinted  paper  without 

overprint. 


#RC3.  12o  HELLER  BLUE  PLUS  25h.  (SCOTT  #B132)  (FIGURE  2) 

#RC3pa.  Essay  in  black  on  125h  Masaryk,  Scott  #61. 
pb.  Essay  in  red  on  12oh  Masaryk.  (Figure  2). 

- RCipu  and  RC2pg  exist  together  in  a sheet  of  400  in  the  Czechoslovak  Postal 
Museum.  The  panes  of  100  are  set  up  thus: 


4 Oh 

1 

1 

60h 

1 

1 hot 

1 

qo9  1 

1 

"1  he  4oh  is  in  olive  and  the  6oh  is  in  green,  but  it  is  known  that  the  printer  was 
equipped  to  run  sheets  of  two  different  colors.  Since  only  one  plate  of  each  value  was 
made,  the  top  of  the  sheet  was  printed  first,  turned  over  and  repeated  on  the  bottom. 

1 Using  the  numbering  system  originated  by  the  author  in  his  Specialized  Catalogue  on  the  First  Issue 
of  Czechoslovakia  published  by  Fritz  Billig  of  Jamaica  32,  N.  Y.  as  his  Specialized  Catalogue  No.  10. 

- Known  used  on  card  but  obviously  philatelic. 


We  have  on  hand  a LARGE  SELECTION  OF 

ERRORS  AND  VARIETIES 

including  Proofs-Essays-Specimens-Artist  Drawings  etc. — 
an  accumulation  of  over  35  years. 

In  addition,  we  have  oddities  of  many  Topicals  and  Air- 
mails from  many  different  countries  (especially  strong  in 
MONACO),  FRANCE  and  COLONIES,  NEW  AFRICAN 
REPUBLICS,  etc.  Artist  Die  Proofs,  De  Luxe  Sheets,  Imperf.  Trial  Colors, 
(some  in  colorful  strips  of  5,  even  some  in  complete  sheets) . 

Please  write  us.  We  will  gladly  make  special  offers  or  selections  for 

you. 

ARTIST  DRAWINGS 

We  are  one  of  a few  specializing  in  original  drawings,  made  by  different 
artists.  These  are  mostly  unique  projects  or  finished  design  extremely  color- 
ful, artistic  work. 

They  could  be  an  outstanding  addition  to  any  collection. 

On  hand  now:  Refugee,  Olympic,  U.  N.  Europa  etc.  Details  on  request. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOR  ERRORS  - TOPICALS 

S.  SEREBRAKIAN,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  448  Monroe,  N. 
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Harvest  of  Counterfeiters 

By  W.  L.  Ormsby 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  79,  Page  137.) 

( Editor’s  Note’.  In  this  thiri  installment  of  the  reprinting  of  Ormsby’s  1862  pamphlet,  the  famed 
engraver  continues  his  diatribe  against  the  ignorance  and  entrenched  power  of  the  giants  of  his  industry 
and  extolls  his  “Kaleidograph.”) 

Appropriation  Denied  By  Congress 

The  writer  considered  it  a professional  duty,  not  only  to  criticise  the  manner  of  giving 
out  the  Treasury  Note  contracts,  but  the  manner  of  executing  them  also;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  when,  on  the  8th  January,  1862,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asked 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  of  $150,000,  in  addition  to  $300,00  already  appropriated,  to 
pay  for  the  engraving,  &c.,  the  money  was  refused  by  the  House  on  the  ground  of  fraud  in 
the  contract.  Not,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  or  Mr.  Cisco.  A month  later, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Pearce  presented  to  the  Senate  a statement  of  the  Secretary,  together  with 
the  agreements,  and  correspondence  with  the  engravers,  giving  his  reasons  for  the  course 
pursued.  In  allusion  to  the  writer,  as  one  of  the  applicants  for  the  engraving,  the  Senator 
said,  “one  of  them  had  skill  but  he  had  not  capital  ” 

What  higher  compliment  could  be  paid  to  a professional  man? 

Personal  Attack 

No  objection  being  made,  the  Senate  re-passed  the  appropriation,  and  on  the  13th 
February  it  came  before  the  House  again  for  concurrence.  The  principal  champion  for 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  the  Hon.  E.  G.  Spaulding,  of  Buffalo,  made  a personal 
attack  upon  the  reputation  of  the  writer,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

“This  witness,  who  had  skill,  but  who  could  not  give  security  either  for  the  performance  of  the 
contract  or  for  his  integrity,  is  the  person  to  whom  nearly  all  these  slanders  against  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  against  the  parties  who  have  executed  this  contract  can  be  traced.  Who  is  this  witness.  It 
turns  out  here  in  evidence  that  he  was  prowling  about  Washington  to  get  an  office,  he  went  to  the 
Treasury  with  a view  to  see  whether  he  could  not  get  some  contract  for  engraving,  when  in  the  City 

of  New  York,  where  he  is  known,  no  Banker  would  employ  him  for  a moment  to  execute  engraving. 

Why?  Because  they  would  not  dare  to  intrust  him  with  plates  for  the  performance  of  the  work.  His 
character  w'as  of  such  doubtful  reliability  all  over  the  country  with  those  who  knew'  him,  that  he  could 
not  be  intrusted  to  execute  work  for  any  Banker  in  the  country,  in  the  city  of  New  > ork,  or  elsewhere.  „ 

****“!  know  the  vigilance  of  this  man,  Ormsby,  in  undermining  and  traducing  respectable 
houses  and  respectable  officials  attached  to  the  Government. 

in 

Defence 

How  the  honorable  Member  knew  that  I “could  not  give  security  for  the  performance 

of  the  contract”  does  not  appear,  since  I had  not  the  opportunity  even  of  putting  in  a bid 

for  one.  The  only  office  applied  for  was,  to  have  that  right  granted. 

I respectfully  recommend  the  following  extract  to  the  Honorable  member,  as  giving 
better  reasons  for  my  non-employment  by  Banks  in  New  York,  than  any  suggested  in  his 

speech.  . j. 

New  York  Bank  Superintendency  m 

“The  Bank  Superintendency.”  t „Jff j' 

( Extract.) 


hvavaio  ! 
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* * * “Every  Bank  Superintendent  has  thus  far  allowed  only  special  favorites  to  engrave  Bank 

Notes  for  the  State  of  New  York.  The  law  has  been  construed  in  such  a manner  that  if  an  engraver 
owned  a Bank,  he  could  not  be  allowed  to  do  his  own  engraving,  but  would  be  compelled  to  employ  the 
favorite  of  the  Bank  Department.  Cases  have  frequently  occurred  where  Banks  have  vainly  endeavored 
to  secure  the  privilege  of  having  the  work  done  at  less  costly  establishments,  but  the  powers  of  the 
Superintendency  have  been  inexorably  exercised  to  protect  and  advance  the  pecuniary  interests  of  political 
Favorites.”  * * 

I will  now  submit  a practical  illustration  of  the  foregoing:  Having  been  chosen  to 
engrave  a plate  for  the  Perrin  Bank,  Rochester,  and,  having  engraved  said  plate  by 
authority;  I applied  to  the  new  Bank  Superintendent — the  Hon.  Marcus  Schoonmaker,  for 
permission  to  print  said  plate  for  said  Bank;  and  the  following  proceedings  ensued: 

“Bank  Department, 
Albany,  October  J,  1855- 


“W.  L.  Ormsby,  N.  Y. 


“Sir:  I have  received  an  intimation  that  some  time  since  you  had  some  connection  with  the  getting 
up  of  some  labels  of  some  of  Dr.  Moffat’s  patent  medicines,  which  throws  a doubt  upon  your  integrity 
and  the  propriety  of  selecting  you  as  an  engraver  of  Bank  plates.  I ha^e  not  received  it  as  yet  in  any 
definite  shape,  but  sufficiently  so  for  me  to  call  your  attention  to  it,  in  order  that  I may  not  act  upon 
bare  suspicion,  but  give  you  an  opportunity  to  make  it  right  by  testimonials,  &c.,  if  there  is  no  foundation 
for  it. 


Yours,  &c., 


M.  Schoonmaker,  Supt." 


In  order  to  purge  his  vast  and  comprehensive  mind  of  the  quack-pill  affair,  I 
immediately  furnished  the  following,  from  Mr.  Moffat’s  attorney. 


“No.  13  Park  Place, 
October  </,  1855. 


“At  the  request  of  Mr.  Ormsby,  I do  hereby  certify  that  the  suit  brought  against  him  by  Dr.  Moffat, 
for  printing  the  Doctor’s  labels,  was  abandoned,  and  that  the  Doctor  paid  Mr.  Ormsby  his  costs  and 
expenses  in  that  suit. 

Jno.  R.  Brady,  Att’y  for  Dr.  Aloffat.” 

Yet  notwithstanding  this  Mr.  Schoonmaker  was  afraid  of  injuring  the  “feelings”  of  his 
friends  and  favorites. 


“Bank  Department, 
Albany,  October  10,  1855 


“W.  L,  O RMSBYj  Esq. 

“Dear  Sir  : I have  since  I saw  you  made  further  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  adding 
your  name  to  my  list  of  engravers.  I find,  however,  to  my  regret,  that  the  feeling  is  such  that  I can  not, 
against  it,  take  the  responsibility  of  selecting  you. 

“It  is  a very  unpleasant  matter  for  me  to  arrive  at  such  conclusion  and  act  upon  it,  but  I do  not 
think  it  is  proper  for  me  to  act  differently,  when  there  are  such  strong  doubts,  even  if  not  well  founded, 
e%i*ting  in  the  minds  of  those  for  whom  I act.  It  is  a confidential,  important  and  delicate  trust,  and 
demands  from  me  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  caution  and  regard  for  the  feelings  of  those  for  whom  I act  in 
making  an  appointment. 

Yours  truly, 

M.  Schoonmaker," 

This  decision  took  the  plate  of  the  Perrin  Bank  of  Rochester,  which  I had  already 

engraved,  out  of  my  hands  to  be  printed  by  his  “feeling”  “favorite.” 

Who  were  benefited  by  this  exercise  of  a “delicate  trust?  ’ Not  the  Bank,  because  it 

paid  more  for  its  printing.  No  better  work  was  acquired,  because  the  engraving  was 

already  acceptably  done.  No  more  security  was  achieved,  because  1 still  own  the  dies, 
and  could  make  other  plates  exactly  like  it. 

The  law  says:  “The  Superintendent  shall  get  the  plates  engraved  in  the  best  manner 
to  prevent  counterfeiting.”  The  very  act  of  permitting  my  plate  to  be  used  at  all,  was  3n 
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admission  that  the  law  had  been  fulfilled!  and  the  very  act  of  depriving  me  of  the  right 
to  print  the  bills  of  the  Hank.,  was  an  unwarrantable,  as  wTell  as  cruel  and  unjust  exercise 
of  an  ill  bestowed  prerogative. 


Inefficiency  and  Venality 

1 he  law  also  says:  The  Superintendent  shall  keep  possession  and  control,  of  the 
plates,  dies,  and  materials.”  The  following  will  show  how  efficient  he  has  been  in  this: 

From  the  Detroit  Advertiser,  1855. 

“Some  of  the  Banks  recently  established  in  these  States,  under  the  general  Banking  Law,  have 
adopted  the  corporate  names  and  designs,  vignettes,  &c.,  upon  the  Notes  of  old  established  Banks  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  We  have  seen  bills  of  the  ‘Jefferson  County  Bank  at  Watertown,’  Wisconsin, 
so  closely  imitative  of  the  bills  of  the  old  safety  fund  Bank  in  the  State  of  New  York  of  that  name,  that 
it  would  decei\ e.  In  the  State  of  Indiana  are  to  be  found  Bank  Notes  resembling  in  design,  style,  and 
of  the  same  names  as  the  following,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  viz: — Bank  of  Albany,  at  New  Albany; 
Bank  of  Attica ; Bank  of  Auburn ; Bank  of  the  Capitol  ; Bank  of  Rensselaer ; Bank  of  Rochester ; 
Delaware  County  Bank.  I11  each  instance,  above  named,  the  State  in  which  the  Bank  is  located  does  not 
appear  upon  the  Note,  or  if  it  does,  is  engraved  in  such  small  letters  that  a person  with  quick  vision  would 
have  to  put  on  spectacles  to  find  it.  Many  of  these  Banks  are  gotten  up  and  used  for  circulation  in  the 
city  of  New'  York,  and  never  go  to  the  State  where  they  purport  to  be  issued.” 

And  I will  add:  in  utter  defiance  of  the  healthy  provisions  of  the  N.  Y.  Banking  Law; 

and 

Further:  at  the  very  date  of  Mr.  Schoonmaker’s  letter,  there  w7ere  in  circulation  in 
Wall  St.,  a large  amount  of  fraudulent  City  Bank  and  Ocean  Bank  Washington,  bills,  w'hich 
were  imitations  of  good  Bank  bills  of  the  same  name  in  New7  Jersey;  and  I,  myself,  forced 
the  redemption  of  some  of  them,  under  a threat,  publicly  made,  of  prosecution  for  counter- 
feiting! The  same  “dies”  that  were  used  to  engrave  all  these,  were  also  used  indis- 
criminately for  the  State  of  New7  York;  and  may  now  be  found  among  the  stock  in  trade  of 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  by  virtue  of  consolidation.  Thus;  instead  of  doing  anything 
to  guard  the  purity  of  our  Bank  circulation,  or  to  protect  the  community  against  the  most 
dangerous  frauds,  that  w'ere  ever  issued  in  any  country,  the  Bank  Superintendent  unjustly 
deprived  me  of  the  right  to  exercise  my  legitimate  profession  on  mere  “doubts,”  w7hen 
actual  certainties  were  applicable  to  those,  to  whom  he  transferred  my  business,  and  into 
whose  pockets  he  placed  the  benfit  of  my  labor. 

Without  intending  to  manifest  any  degree  of  exultation  other  than  is  proper  for  the 
triumph  of  right  over  wrong,  I will  record  the  known  fate  of  the  principal  actors  in  the 
foregoing  proceedings:  One  fills  a wealthy  inebriate’s  grave;  one,  a “torpedo’  wTife 
assassinating  outcast;  one,  murdered  in  a midnight  brawl;  one,  a suicide  in  prison;  and  the 
last,  a living  but  politically  dead  defaulter. 

“Requiescat  in  pace.” 

If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Spaulding  will  favor  the  New  York  Bank  Note  Co.  with  a visit,  he 
will  find  that  the  proprietor,  notwithstanding  the  troubles  and  depressions  of  the  times, 
can  say: 

“I  am  Monarch  of  all  I survey,” 

or,  in  the  language  of  Senator  Pearce,  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  “president,  director,  and 
company  himself.” 

He  will  find  him  surrounded  with  the  implements  of  his  profession— the  w7orks  of  his 
own  hands — and  the  inventions  of  his  ow7n  brain  transfer  presses,  dies,  machines, 
geometrical,  cycloidal,  and  rosette.  He  will  be  shown  entirely  new  Bank  Note  con- 
figurations— the  only  truly  original  and  useful  inventions  in  Note  Engraving  of  the  last 
forty  years;  in  short,  he  will  find  a “man  and  not  a monster. 

I am  somewhat  curious  to  know  what  other  occupation,  than  the  one  1 have  followed 
so  long,  the  Honorable  Gentleman  will  recommend. 
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“Men  maun  do  something  for  their  bread,” 

and  I am  certainly  unfitted  to  be  a member  of  Congress,  if  it  be  right  for  a Member  of 
Congress  to  treat  a fellow-citizen,  whom  he  does  not  know,  as  the  Honorable  Gentleman 
has  treated  me. 


Kaleidographic  Testimonial 

But  it  is  not  true  that  I am  thus  ignored  in  my  profession  as  my  rivals  would  have  the 
public  believe.  The  fruits  of  my  labors  are  everywhere  where  engraving  is  used.  There  is 
hardly  one  in  the  profession  unindebted  to  my  inventions  for  the  facilities  of  carrying  on  his 
business,  and  even  the  monopoly  engraving  companies,  employ  to  this  day,  machines  invented 
by  me,  and  often  parade  as  specimen  sheets,  work  executed  by  me  twenty  years  ago,  and 
much  inferior  to  my  later  productions.  It  will  be  found,  too,  that  my  latest  improvements 
have  been  infringed  upon,  without  credit. 

I allude  to  the  work  of  the  Kaleidograph,  which  is  the  only  new  quality  of  Engraving 
that  has  been  invented  since  the  year  1818;  and  which  is  peculiarly  valuable  for  Bank  Note 
purposes  as  affording  a substitute  for  Geometrical  lathe  work  equally  beautiful  and  more 
secure  against  counterfeiting.  The  texture  of  its  work  is  as  readily  distinguished  from 
lathe  work,  as  that  of  silk  is  from  cotton  goods.  The  following  is  the  testimony  of  an 
experienced  judge: 

Newark,  N.  J.,  April,  1862. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  made  two  Geometrical  Lathes  for  Bank  Note  Engraving  purposes;  assisted 
in  making  two  others,  and  operated  the  same,  and  am  perfectly  familiar  with  the  character  of  such  work.  I 
have  examined  the  work  of  the  Kaleidograph  invented  by  W.  L.  Ormsby,  and  am  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  more  difficult  to  counterfeit  than  the  work  of  any  geometrical  lathe. 

Alfred  Tichenor. 

The  very  nature  of  my  business,  that  of  executing,  engraving,  and  building  machines 
for  other  engravers,  is  an  evidence  alike  of  my  professional  skill  and  trustworthiness. 

After  the  Hon.  Mr.  Spaulding  has  visited  my  humble  establishment  let  him  visit  the 
favorite  of  the  Government  over  the  way.  He  also  may  be  shown  a geometrical  lathe, 
and  told  that  “it  is  the  only  one  in  existence Though  they  know  that  there  are  three 
others  as  good,  if  not  better,  in  New  York  City.  He  will  be  shown  the  “Patent  Green 
l int,’’  which  is  worth  a vast  sum  (through  Government  patronage)  to  the  owner  thereof, 
but  which  is  not  worth  to  anybody  else  a Confederate  paper  dollar.  There  are  some 
obsolete  contrivances  which,  perhaps,  they  will  be  ashamed  to  exhibit — such  as  “Atwater’s 
patent  stripes,”  “Desopin’s  patent  red,”  and  “Seropean’s  patent  yellow” — because  of  them 
people  have  learned  by  experience  that  they  have  “paid  too  dear  for  the  whistle.”  But 
he  will,  undoubtedly,  be  shown  the  wonderful  Red  Letters,  for  the  use  of  which  Banks 
have  paid  thousands  of  dollars  during  the  last  ten  years,  under  the  impression  that  “the  red 
ink  is  of  such  penetrating  quality  that  it  strikes  through  the  paper,  and  appears  on  the  other 
side,  making  alterations  and  photographic  counterfeiting  totally  impossible" — but  which  are 
not  worth  as  much  even  as  the  green  tint  for  the  purposes  indicated  (See  Ormsby’s  Bank 
Note  Engraving,  page  10). 

(To  be  continued.) 


Austria’s  1960  Postage  Stamp  Day  Commemorative 

Austria’s  i960  commemorative  for  the  Day  of  the  Postage  Stamp  features  in  its 
design  a trial  impression  taken  from  the  original  plate  being  examined  through  a magnifying 
glass.  It  shows  the  3.50  schilling  denomination  of  1959  Hunting  Series. 
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Postage  Stamp  Aesthetics 

Art  of  and  on  I lie  Postage  Stamp 

By  Barbara  R.  Mueller 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  79,  Page  no.) 

© Barbara  R.  Mueller,  1964 


Imitations  and  variations  of  this  “Mother  of  Postage  Stamps"  soon  appeared.  In 
1842  the  New  \ ork  City  Despatch  Post,  a private  mail  carrying  organization,  issued 
the  first  adhesive  stamp  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  George  Washington  preempted 
the  Queen’s  place.  More  complete  inscriptions  identified  the  issue  and  the  purpose. 

Rowland  Hill,  with  supreme  British  complacency,  had  assumed  that  the  word  “Post- 
age" and  a statement  of  value  were  sufficient,  because  everyone  knew  where  the  Queen 
reigned.  His  unintentional  display  of  arrogance  is  perpetuated  today  on  the  still  nameless 
British  stamps. 


Although  most  other  governments  hastened  to  identify  themselves,  the  kingdom  of 
Brazil  in  1843  issued  its  first  stamps  in  an  even  more  enigmatic  design  consisting  of  a 
large  colorless  numeral  placed  against  a collared,  engine-turned  background,  and  nothing 
else.  As  late  as  1852  in  the  Netherlands  and  1872  in  Hungary,  the  monarch's  head  was 
considered  adequate  identification  in  a somewhat  naive  reflection  of  the  British  attitude. 


These  pioneer  stamps  were  used  almost  exclusively  on  domestic  mail.  Postage  on 
letters  addressed  to  foreign  countries  was  paid  in  cash.  Therefore,  the  idea  and  the 
aesthetic  of  the  postage  stamp  seeped,  rather  than  flooded,  throughout  the  world.  Con- 
temporary publications  took  little  note  of  the  insignificant  labels.  When  a proposal  to 
issue  stamps  was  made  in  Austria  in  1849,  a Dr.  Johann  Herz  studied  the  experiences  of 
Britain,  France,  Belgium,  and  Bavaria  only.  He  seemed  unaware  of  the  issues  of  the 
United  States,  Brazil,  and  Mauritius  because  they  had  not  yet  penetrated  Central  Europe. 


So  begins  the  history  of  the  postage  stamp.  More  than  a hundred  thousand  different 
varieties  were  issued  during  the  first  century.  1 hroughout  the  past  decade,  four  to  five 
thousand  new  stamps  have  appeared  every  year,  of  which  about  one  fourth  were  distinctive, 
new  designs.  No  abatement  is  in  prospect  for  the  next  decade,  as  new  nations  and  new 
names  for  old  ones  join  the  roster  of  stamp  issuing  governments  each  year. 


As  they  do,  new  concepts  of  the  function  of  the  postage  stamp  and  its  expression  in 
design  push  the  frontiers  of  postal  art  far  out  from  the  closely  circumscribed  area  of 
the  Penny  Black.  Yet  no  one  has  ever  ventured  a complete  change  in  the  basic  format 
relative  to  postal  marking,  coinage,  and  seal  as  decreed  by  Sir  Rowland  Hdl.  Even  the 
automated  postage  meter  impression  and  the  imprinted  permit  indicia  slavishly  follow  the 
image  of  the  postage  stamp.  Until  electronic  communication  obviates  its  function,  we  are 
sure  to  be  favored  with  new  objects  of  art  every  year. 


The  responsibility  for  issuing  these  stamps  rests  wuth  selected  government  officials. 
The  exact  terminology  of  their  bureaucratic  rank  differs  from  place  to  place,  time  to  time, 
and  government  to  government.  In  most  European  countries,  where  postal,  telephone,  and 
telegraph  services  are  combined,  the  Minister  of  PT  I is  the  final  authority.  In  the 
United  States  power  rests  with  the  Postmaster  General,  although  his  decisions  may  be 
influenced  by  political  or  Congressional  pressures.  Since  World  War  II  many  countries 
have  set  up  panels  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  motifs  and  designs  for  postage  stamps.  I he 
panels  include  representatives  of  the  fine  and  applied  art  fields,  philately,  and  postal 

administrations. 
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President  Eisenhower’s  Postmaster  General  Summerfield  set  up  the  first  American 
group  in  1957  and  added  an  official  of  the  U.  S.  Information  Agency  to  the  list  of  experts. 
The  record  of  this  and  succeeding  Citizens  Stamp  Advisory  Committees  has  been  uneven. 
Some  critics  contend  that  the  artist  members  go  beyond  an  advisory  capacity  and  personally 
execute  many  designs.  Few  deny  that  the  general  level  of  U.  S.  postage  stamp  art  has 
been  lifted  perceptibly.  The  mere  existence  of  these  and  similar  bodies  affirms  the  growing 
recognition  accorded  the  postage  stamp  as  an  art  form. 
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Functions 


T he  beauty  of  a postage  stamp  is  a beauty  under  the  limitation  of  function.  The 
original,  intended  function  of  the  postage  stamp  was  a postal  function — the  acknowledgment 
of  the  prepayment  of  postage  on  mail  matter.  But  as  we  know  all  too  well,  postage  is 
not  always  prepaid.  Neither  is  it  always  prepaid  under  the  same  circumstances  or  for  the 
same  purposes.  T hese  variables  are  reflected  in  stamp  format  and  design. 


Ordinary  postal  charges  levied  for  the  surface  transportation  of  mail  have  been 
responsible  for  the  majority  of  all  stamps  issued  thus  far.  When  air  mail  became  a realitv 
in  191b,  most  countries  initiated  special  categories  of  stamps  with  an  aeronautic  flavor  for 
the  new  service.  Only  Britain  and  parts  of  her  “Empire"  muddled  through  with  regular 
issues  supplemented  by  envelope  endorsements.  The  rest  of  the  world  found  it  desirable 
to  alert  postal  personnel  with  special  issues  restricted  to  the  prepayment  of  air  mail 
postage. 


A contemporary  trend  toward  simplification  of  postal  procedures  dooms  these  and  the 
once-abundant  special-fee  service  stamps.  T here  was  a time  in  this  country  and  abroad 
when  a distinctive  stamp  portraying  a bicycle-mounted  messenger  was  required  on  special 
delivery  mail.  Equally  appropriate  voucher-like  stamps  were  used  in  Latin  American 
countries  on  registered  letters.  Designs  were  influenced  by  the  intended  use  of  a stamp — a 
delivery  boy  on  a stamp  prepaying  charges  on  bulk  shipments  of  newspapers,  a package 
scale  on  a stamp  for  parcel  post  matter,  a floating  safe  on  a marine  insurance  stamp.  This 
pragmatic,  double-duty  approach  to  design  has  been  eclipsed  by  a press-agent  philosophy 
underlying  the  issuance  of  charity  fund-raising  or  semi-postal  stamps. 

This  class  of  postage  stamps  is  unknown  in  the  U.  S.  outside  of  philatelic  circles.  Our 
Christmas  and  Easter  seals,  together  with  the  deluge  of  lesser  do-good  labels,  receive 
quasi-official  recognition  from  the  Post  Office  Department.  They  are  tolerated  if  used 
correctly.  But  the  collection  and  distribution  of  charity  funds  remain  in  the  hands  of  non- 
governmental organizations.  In  Europe,  and  to  a lesser  extent  in  most  other  parts  of  the 
world,  governments  cooperate  by  issuing  special  stamps  imprinted  with  a sort  of  surtax  for 
worthy  charities. 

For  example,  a Belgian  stamp  of  1947,  No.  B436,  issued  to  raise  funds  for  anti- 
tuberculosis work,  bears  the  denominations  “4.50  fr.  + 45.50  fr.”  The  first  figure  refers  to 
the  actual  postal  fee;  the  second,  and  often  the  larger,  figure  is  the  amount  payable  to  the 
charity.  This  lazy  man’s  method  of  fund  raising  is  frequently  abused.  Very  often  the 
charity  is  worthless  or  nebulous:  “for  the  benefit  of  philately,"  or  “for  the  Democratic 
Alliance  of  Hungarian  Women."  Some  of  the  organizations  enjoy  special,  surreptitious 
government  privileges,  and  brazenly  promulgate  unnecessary,  high  denomination  stamps 
aimed  at  the  philatelic  market.  When  usage  of  such  stamps  is  compulsory,  as  it  sometimes 
is,  the  general  public  suffers  unfairly. 

The  inconography  of  semi-postal  stamps  is  varied  within  an  over-all  atmosphere  of 
sentimentality  cum  culture.  It  differs  sharply  from  the  utilitarian  designs  of  stamps  used  on 
official  government  correspondence  or  for  the  collection  of  postage  due  charges  on  unpaid 
and  short  paid  mail.  The  designers  base  their  work  on  the  fact  that  such  stamps  must 
express  a postal  function  only.  There  is  no  need  to  impress  anyone  with  ideas  or  ideals 
unrelated  to  the  carrying  of  the  mails. 

Postage  stamps  issued  for  use  by  the  people  in  prepayment  of  the  most  common  charges 
and  for  philatelic  collection  purposes  are  double-edged  swords.  "I  hey  not  only  fulfill 
postal  functions  but  assume  social  significance  as  well.  Rowland  Hill  \\  as  aware  of  this 
significance;  practically  all  postal  officials  in  every  corner  of  the  world  have  been  aware  of 
it  at  certain  times.  They  have  described  the  postage  stamp  as  an  ambassador  for  the 
country  which  issued  it,  a sower  of  ideas, ,*and  a mirror  of  mankind.  They  have  proved  that 
the  postage  stamp  reflects'  flttd  interprets  an  attitude  toward  life  and  expresses  a national 

, 1 (1:  1V/J 

ethos.  f,  , . . 9 • ;13  n: 

, . 1 \ all.  ’'-'I'll  I,f‘! - 
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.Elie  Events  of  1863 

The  First  U*  S.  National  Bank  Notes 

By  Thomas  F.  Morris 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  79,  Page  103.) 

Clark  Proposes  His  Unadopted  Greenback  IDesigns 
for  tbe  New  National  Currency 

The  date  determined  for  submitting  the  proposals  and  designs  was  March  28,  1863. 
From  the  following  written  report  and  Clark’s  letter  to  Chase  it  will  be  observed  that 
Clark  was  still  persistent  in  pursuing  his  orginal  “dream”  of  using  historic  pictures  upon 
the  faces  of  the  different  denominations  of  the  notes  to  the  full  size  of  the  note: 

. . . The  day  fixed  by  the  advertisement  for  opening  the  designs  submitted  pursuant  to  its  call,  for 
the  currency  of  the  National  Banks,  was  the  28th  of  March,  1863.  On  the  preceding  day  the  Secretary 
directed  me  to  reduce  my  suggestions  for  these  designs  to  writing,  and  submit  them  with  the  proposals 
offered,  to  be  opened  at  the  same  time,  that  they  might  become  of  record.  The  following  communication 
was  therefore  addressed  to  him  at  its  date,  and  opened  with  the  proposals,  but  probably  never  read 
by  him,  as  I was  informed  that  payment  was  made  to  another  person  on  a proposal  to  use  historic 
pictures  upon  the  National  Currency. 

Washington,  March  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I respectfully  suggest  as  a design  for  a National  Currency  the  engraving  of  national  historic 
pictures  of  the  full  size  of  the  note  to  be  issued,  and  submit,  as  “a  model  of  illustrative  drawing,” 
a two-dollar  note,  made  up  of  a copy  of  Weir’s  painting  of  the  “Embarkation  of  the  Pilgrims,”  with 
a suitable  reverse. 

I claim  that  this  style  of  note  possesses  greater  security  against  counterfeiting  and  alteration  than 
any  device  yet  in  use. 

First.  If  the  note  be  engraved  in  the  highest  style  of  art,  its  different  portions,  such  as  etching,, 
portraits,  lettering,  drapery,  etc.,  executed  by  those  who  have  made  these  portions  respective  specialties, 
it  will  present  an  amount  of  artistic  labor  to  be  accomplished  by  the  burin  which  would  appall  and 
stagger  counterfeiters  in  the  outset,  even  if  they  possessed  the  requisite  talent  and  skill  to  counterfeit  it. 
As  there  is  a peculiarity  in  the  engraving  of  every  proficient  of  high  art,  (as  easily  detected  by  an  expert 
as  different  styles  of  handwriting),  such  a note,  properly  executed,  could  not  be  counterfeited  so  as 
not  to  be  readily  detected  by  the  skilful.  The  notes  now  in  use,  made  up  of  separate  dies,  actually 
afford  facilities  for  counterfeiting,  from  their  patch-work  composition,  while  a note  made  from  a single 
die,  of  its  whole  size,  and  not  repeated  in  parts,  presents  difficulties  of  counterfeiting  almost  in  geometric 
ratio  to  its  increased  size  from  a mere  vignette. 

To  make  a note’s  genuineness  apparent  to  the  unskilled,  additional  methods  are  suggested.  To 
counterfeit  it  by  photography,  which  is  the  readiest  way  to  deceive  the  masses  who  handle  notes,  particularly 
those  who  most  receive  and  pay  stnall  notes,  a non-photographic  material  should  be  introduced  into,  and 
be  inseparable  from,  the  paper,  so  that  a photograph  or  phototype  should  present  a defaced  or  mottled 
appearance,  easily  distinguished  by  all.  A sample  of  paper  thus  prepared  is  submitted  for  the  Secretary’s 
inspection. 

Second.  I claim  that  my  suggestion  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  be  a complete  protection  against 
alterations.  Alterations,  as  the  Secretary  is  aware,  are  the  most  numerous,  as  well  as  the  most  dangerous 
of  frauds,  far  exceeding  in  number  and  danger  all  counterfeits:  and  in  the  multiform  issues  which  now 
fill  the  channels  of  circulation,  comparatively  no  protection  is  given  except  to  those  who  are  skilled 
in  the  art,  and  make  their  detection  a study.  But  if  a two-dollar  bill  is  always  the  picture  of  the 
“Embarkation  of  the  Pilgrims,”  and  a ten-dollar  bill  is  always  the  picture  of  “Washington  Crossing  the 
Delaware,”  the  public,  even  those  who  cannot  read,  as  well  as  those  who  do  not  understand  our 
language,  or  who  cannot  distinguish  its  numerals,  will  soon  educate  themselves  to  these  facts  in  handling 
the  money,  so  that  they  could  never  be  deceived  into  taking  one  denomination  for  another,  though  the 
figures  or  letters  denoting  the  denomination  of  the  note,  were  ever  so  cleverly  altered.  The  skilful 
can  protect  themselves,  but  the  unskilful  require  something  plain  and  patent  to  the  senses.  I claim 
that  my  National  Picture  Currency  furnishes  this  desideratum. 
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Third.  A lesser  hut  not  unimportant  advantage  of  such  a currency  would  be,  that  a series  properly 
selected,  with  their  subject  titles  imprinted  on  the  notes,  would  tend  to  teach  the  masses  the  prominent 
periods  in  our  country  s history.  I he  laboring  man,  who  should  receive  every  Saturday  night  a copy  of 
the  Surrender  of  Burgoyne  for  his  weekly  wages,  would  soon  inquire  who  General  Burgoyne  was, 
and  to  whom  he  surrendered.  His  curiosity  would  be  aroused,  and  he  would  learn  the  facts  from  a 
fellow  laborer  or  from  his  employer.  T he  same  would  be  true  of  other  national  pictures,  and  in  time 
many  would  be  taught  leading  incidents  in  our  country’s  history;  so  that  they  would  soon  be  familiar 
to  those  who  would  never  read  them  in  books,  teaching  them  history,  and  imbuing  them  with  a national 
feeling.  1 hus  a series  of  pictures  of  full  note  size  might  be  selected,  beginning  w'ith  the  earliest  scenes 
of  savage  life,  and  terminating  in  the  advanced  stages  of  civilization,  which  would  be  an  illuminated 
history  of  the  country  s progress ; or  a series  beginning  at  bow  and  arrow  warfare,  and  terminating 
in  a perfected  iron-clad;  or  a series  beginning  at  the  earliest  modes  of  journeying  in  the  birch-bark 
canoe,  and  terminating  in  the  present  perfection  of  steam  craft;  or  a series  illustrating  methods  of  pay- 
ment, beginning  at  exchanges  of  values  by  shells  and  wampum  in  uncivilized  tribes,  and  terminating 
in  Coupon  and  Registered  Bonds  and  Treasury  Notes,  as  dealt  from  a modern  banking-house. 


I he  reverse  of  the  note,  as  exhibited  on  the  model,  possesses,  as  now  drawn,  no  distinctive  merit, 
except  that  it  is  “national  in  its  character,”  and  is  an  appropriate  design,  and  there  are  intended  to 
be  as  many  circular  counters  as  the  note  represents  dollars — one  counter  on  a one-dollar,  two  on  a two- 
dollar,  five  on  a five-dollar,  etc.  It  should  be  executed  in  the  highest  style  of  art  similar  to  the  obverse. 
I design  to  fill  the  counters  now  in  blank  with  a non-counterfeit  composition,  which  cannot  well  be 
exhibited  in  drawing,  and  can  only  be  clearly  manifest  in  actual  execution.  But  I have  prepared  a 
photographic  approximation  of  it  for  the  Secretary’s  inspection.  A blank  tablet  is  left  for  the  legend, 
which  can  be  differently  filled  for  the  different  issues,  as  the  acts  of  Congress  may  require. 


I propose,  also,  to  print  upon  the  obverse  of  the  note  its  denomination,  date  of  issue,  and  Treasury 
seal,  with  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  States  where  the  association  is  located,  in  gold  characters,  peculiarly 
attached,  so  as  to  be  absolutely  irremovable,  before  printing  the  note  proper.  This  is  an  additional  safe- 
guard against  photography  and  alteration,  makes  the  denomination  of  the  note  more  discernible  in  a 
dim  light,  and  when  held  between  the  eye  and  light  appears  in  bold  black  characters,  vastly  more 
discernible  and  more  enduring  than  any  water-mark.  A specimen  thus  prepared  is  ready  for  the 
Secretary’s  inspection. 

There  has  not  been  time  to  prepare  a full  series  of  notes,  but  I have  made  preparations  for  them, 
which  can  be  easily  completed  if  the  Secretary  should  adopt  my  suggestions. 


I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 


S.  M.  CLARK, 
Chief  Clerk,  in  charge. 


‘•Embarkation  of  the  Pilgrims,”  one  of  several  historical  m.ntmgs  e.  *ro<h.c«l 
on  the  backs  of  the  new  National  Bank  Notes  authorized  in  *<>•!•  This  same 
scene  in  a size  large  enough  to  cover  the  whole  face  of  the  note,  had  previously 
been  proposed  l>v  8.  M.  Clark  as  a substitute  for  the  design  on  the  existing 

$2  “Greenbacks. 
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I here  must  have  been  of  necessity  an  accompanying  letter  by  Secretary  Chase  to  all 
principals  when  requesting  proposals  and  designs  “to  adopt  for  designs  the  national 
pictures  in  the  Capitol,  using  them  in  their  chronological  order,  the  earliest  events  pictured 
for  the  smaller  denominations  and  the  later  events  for  the  larger  notes.”  We  can  assume 
that  both  principals  at  the  American,  National  and  Continental,  knowing  that  not  one  of 
these  companies  could  possibly  engrave  the  dies  for  seven  notes  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
many  banks  later  to  be  chartered,  conferred  as  to  a representative  design  for  both  the  face 
and  backs  and  decided  that  the  design  of  the  country’s  historical  events  should  embellish 
the  back  of  the  note  of  a size  so  that  counters  and  the  seal  of  the  State  in  which  the  bank 
was  located  could  be  properly  placed. 


A view  of  the  Press  Room  of  the  National  Currency  Bureau  in  the 
early  1860’s,  the  beginning  of  the  present  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 

Printing. 


Contracts  with  the  Continental  and 
American  Bank  Note  Companies 

Clark  then  states  in  his  report  “This  plan  wTas,  however,  partially  adopted  by  using  the 
national  pictures  as  designs  for  vignettes  on  the  back  of  the  notes.  But  in  smaller  size. 
The  proposals  of  the  two  companies,  the  Continental  and  American,  were  subsequently 
accepted.  I . . . subsequently  drafted  the  contracts  made  after  the  proposals  were  accepted.” 

The  contract  with  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  is  given  below: 

CONTRACT  BETWEEN  THE  CONTINENTAL  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY 

AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

This  contract,  made  and  entered  into  this  thirtieth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  by  and  between  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  and 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company, 
of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  the  party  of  the  second  part,  for  the  consideration  hereinafter  mentioned,  has  agreed,  and 
does  hereby  covenant  and  agree,  to  engrave  or  cause  to  be  engraved,  in  the  highest  style  of  art,  on 
suitable  steel  plates,  certain  designs,  to  be  hereinafter  enumerated,  for  five  and  ten  dollar  notes.  The 
engraved  portion  of  the  fiotes  to  be  of  the  uniform  size  of  three  by  seven  inches:  and  after  the  engraving 
of  the  same  shall  have  befen  approved  by  the  party  of  the  first  part,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  skilfully 
and  properly ; transferred  to  suitable  rolls,  and  to  make  therefrom  proper  plates  for  printing,  in  such 
quantities  as  many  be  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Tlie  Folding:  Room  of  the  Currency  Bureau.  Note  that  all  the 

workers  were  women. 


The  party  of  the  second  part  further  covenants  and  agrees  to  do  and  complete  the  above  work, 
and  deliver  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  in  the  Treasury  Department,  or  to  hold  and  safely 
keep  subject  to  the  order  of  said  Comptroller,  the  bed-plates  or  dies  so  prepared,  together  with  one  set 
of  plates  for  each  denomination,  properly  lettered,  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  approval 
of  the  model,  as  hereinafter  provided  for. 

The  designs  above  alluded  to  shall  be  as  follows:  For  the  obverse  of  the  five-dollar  ($s)  notes 
there  shall  be  engraved  upon  the  left-hand  portion  of  the  note  a vignette  representing  the  Discovery  of 
America  by  Columbus,”  and  on  the  opposite  or  right-hand  end  of  the  note  a copy  of  a symbol,,  design 
this  day  delivered  to  the  manager  of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company,  entitled  America  presented 
to  the  Old  World.”  Between  these  two  vignettes  shall  be  engraved  two  legends  as  follows. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  space  between  the  vignettes  the  following  legend  viz : • National  Currency, . 

This  note  is  secured  by  the  bonds  of  the  United  States,  deposited  -,iih  the  Ind  the 

together  with  the  engraved  fac  similes  of  the  signatures  of  the  Treasurer  or  the  L mted  States 

Register  of  the  Treasury. 

>»  - .owe,  Pen  „f  the  ^ ^ X ^ “ 

of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  association. 

, , , is  to  be  engraved,  of  suitable  size,  and 

In  the  upper  right-hand  corner  of  the  note  the  figure  • The  whole  t0 

a space  to  be  left  for  imprinting  the  Treasury  seal  upon  the  n ‘ repeated 

be  surrounded  by  a suitable  border,  in  which  the  figure  5 and  the  letters  five 

in  different  characters. 

, , r , ,,  _ /o;.\  note  there  shall  be  engraved  in  a central  elliptical  vignette, 

“s  uttJST'&rs  ^ - .op,  - — 

to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

u ..  half  (i  bv  1V2)  inch  shall  be  left. 

At  each  end  of  the  vignette,  oval  spaces,  one  y o • dje  ‘ Qf  bed.plate  for"  surface  printing,  and 

For  one  of  these  spaces  there  shall  be  ej1RJ'avei  a of  the  Treasury)  of  the  national  shield; 

a roll  made  therefrom  (after  its  approva  > “Issued  from  the  District  of  Columbia.” 

and  for  the  other  space  an  appropriate  device,  wi  twelve  (12)  transfers  therefrom  shall  be 

These  dies  shall  not  be  transferred  to  the  note  p ® & shall  be  delivered  to  the  Comptroller 

made  upon  separate  plates  of  steel,  and  these,  with  ' th c r hes  N 

of  the  Currency,  or  held  subject  to  his  order,  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

• 1 » / hall  be  engraved  above  the  central  vignette,  and  the  words 

The  words  First  National  Bank  'haH  e g lines  s0  engraved  to  be  between  the  vignette 

“Washington,  D.  C.,”  shall  be  engraved  below  it. 

and  the  legends. 
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The  corners  shall  be  filled  with  proper  counters,  indicating  the  denomination  of  the  note,  and  the 
interstices  be  filled  with  work  of  a character  to  add  as  much  as  practicable  to  the  security  of  the  note 
against  counterfeiting.  The  whole  to  be  surrounded  by  a suitable  border. 

The  ten  dollar  ($10)  note  to  be  similar  in  character  to  the  five-dollar  note;  but  the  left-hand 
vignette  on  the  obverse  to  be  from  the  design  entitled  “Franklin  and  the  Lightning and  the  opposite 
or  right-hand  vignette  to  be  engraved  from  a symbolical  design  entitled  “America  grasping  the  Lightning,” 
this  day  delivered  to  the  manager  of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company. 

The  vignette  on  the  obverse  to  be  a fac  simile  of  Powell’s  painting  in  the  Capitol,  entitled,  “De  Soto 
discovering  the  Mississippi.” 

The  designs  on  the  reverse  of  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes  to  have  suitable  title  tablets  engraved 
in  the  central  lower  portion  of  the  vignettes. 

Models  of  the  notes  made  in  accordance  with  this  contract  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  be  approved  by  him  before  engraving. 

The  party  of  the  first  part,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  covenants  and  agrees, 
upon  the  satisfactory  completion  of  the  aforesaid  dies  or  bed-plates,  rolls,  and  plates,  and  their  surrender 
to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  to  pay  therefor  as  follows: 

For  the  bed-plates,  or  dies,  rolls  and  one  transferred  plate  of  the  five-dollar  ($5)  note,  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ($2,250). 

For  the  bed-plates  or  dies,  rolls,  and  one  transferred  plate  of  the  ten-dollar  ($10)  note,  the 

sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  ($2,000). 

It  is  further  understood  and  agreed  that  four  notes  shall  be  symmetrically  transferred  upon  the 
plates,  with  a space  exactly  one-eighth  (1/8)  of  an  inch  between  them,  so  that  the  united  width  and 

spaces  of  the  notes  upon  the  plates  shall  be  twelve  and  three-eighths  (12-3/8)  of  an  inch  (United 
States  standard)  from  the  outward  border  of  the  upper  note  to  the  outward  border  of  the  lower  note. 

It  is  also  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereunto  that  the  party  of  the  second  part 

shall  execute,  with  two  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  a bond  to  the  United  States  in  the  sum 

of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  this  contract  and  the  agreements 
and  covenants  herein  made  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  for  the  custody  and  safe-keeping 

of  the  work  to  be  executed  under  this  contract. 

It  is  also  convenanted,  agreed,  and  understood  that  no  member  of  Congress,  or  other  person  whose 
name  is  not  at  this  time  disclosed,  shall  be  admitted  to  any  interest  in  this  contract;  and  in  the  event 
of  the  Department  becoming  satisfied  that  any  other  party  or  parties  than  those  herein  mentioned  have 
either  a contingent  or  direct  interest  therein  which  may  appear  to  the  party  of  the  first  part  to  be 

prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  work  or  of  the  Government,  then  the  said  Secretary  shall  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  cancel  this  contract,  and  relet  the  same. 

It  is  further  convenanted  and  agreed  by  the  parties  hereto,  that  this  contract  shall  not  be  assigned, 

except  by  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  that  any  assignment  thereof,  except  as  afore- 

said, will  be  a forfeiture  of  the  same,  and  shall  subject  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  and  his 
bondsmen  to  such  damages,  to  be  recovered  of  them  by  suit  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  as  shall 
have  been  suffered  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
as  aforesaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  be  affixed;  and  the  said  Continental  Bank  Note  Company  hath 
caused  Alexander  C.  Wilson,  president  thereof,  to  subscribe  his  name  hereunto,  and  the  seal  of  said 
corporation  to  be  affixed  the  day  and  year  first  above  mentioned. 

S.  P.  CHASE 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  [Seal] 
ALEX.  C.  WILSON,  President.  [Seal] 
Witnesses  to  the  signature  of  Alexander  C.  Wilson,  president — 


(To  he  continued.) 


Edward  P.  Moore, 
Joseph  Andrews 
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Die  Proofs  sis  Philatelic  Evidence 


By  Norton  I).  York 


Proofs,  as  well  as  essays,  etc.,  are  extremely  interesting  philatelically.  They  can,  in 
some  instances,  render  valuable  information  in  stamp  research  as  this  article  will  endeavor 
to  demonstrate. 

The  Post  Office  Department,  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of  March  3,  1847,  having 
asked  for  proposals  on  the  printing  of  postage  stamps,  received  the  following  letter  dated 
March  20,  1847 : 


The  undersigned  propose  to  engrave  steel  dies  and  prepare  steel  plates  for  five  and  ten  cent 
stamps  for  the  U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  without  charge  for  the  same,  or  for  keeping  them  in 
repair,  and  to  furnish  stamps  for  the  same  on  suitable  paper,  of  the  best  quality,  prepared  for  use 
with  gum,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per  one  thousand  stamps.  The  stamps  are  to  be  executed 
in  the  best  style  of  line  engraving,  and  the  dies  are  to  belong  to,  and  to  be  held  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson 
New  York,  Mar.  20,  1847 

A subsequent  letter  in  which  the  final  sentence  lowered  the  price  of  25  cents  per 
thousand  to  20  cents,  had  along  the  left  hand  edge,  in  another  handwriting,  this  notation: 
“This  bid  accepted.” 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  the  March  20th  letter  no  mention  whatsoever  is  made  of 
transfer  rolls,  wffiich  is  not  an  unusual  circumstance.  It  is  mentioned  here  merely  as  a 
matter  of  record  because,  four  years  later,  a similar  omission  wras  made. 

In  consequence  of  these  letters,  or  an  unknown  contract,  there  came  into  being  the 
die  proofs  of  the  1847  five  cent  and  ten  cent  stamps  listed  as  being  issued  on  July  1. 
These  premier  regular  postage  stamp  proofs  are  to  be  used  as  a standard  unit  of  com- 
parison in  this  article. 

The  second  event  in  this  chronicle  occurred  March  3,  1851,  wfith  the  passing  of  an 
Act  which  changed  the  postage  rates,  thus  necessitating  newT  postage  stamps.  A con- 
tract for  their  production  was  signed  on  June  10,  1851,  with  the  firm  of  Toppan. 
Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co. 

Next  in  chronological  order  there  appeared  this  very  relevant  official  notice: 

The  Affidavit  of  the  Destruction  of  the  Dies  and  Plates  of  the  1847  Issue. 

Newr  York,  D CC.  12,  1851 


Have  this  day  destroyed  the  dies  of  the  5 ail(I  10  cer|t  stamps,  also  plates  of  same. 

1 — 5c  plate,  100  on,  1847  issue 
1 — ioc  plate,  100  on,  1847  issue 

Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson 


Witness 

Wm.  Brady  P.M.,  N.  Y. 
John  Moor 
G.  W.  Johnson 


Note  that  here  again  there  exists  the  omission  of  any  reference  to  the  transfer  roll 
or  rolls.  However,  in  this  particular  instance  there  is  more  significance  attached  to  this 
omission,  not  only  because  it  is  an  official  notice  but  on  account  of  an  incident  wffiich 
happened  some  years  later. 


The  third  consecutive  link  in  this  1847  chain  of  philatelic  circumstances  took  place  on 
May  1.  1858,  when  several  bank  note  companies  merged  to  form  the  American  Bank 
Note  Company.  Among  those  which  participated  in  this  amalgamation  were  the  relevant 
companies  of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  and  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.-lmks 

one  and  two. 
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As  would  be  natural  in  a business  operation  of  this  sort  which  involved  separate  firms, 
evidence  points  to  the  fact  that  proofs  were  made  from  the  various  accumulated  dies 
and  plates.  1 his  action  not  only  provided  an  accurate  inventory  of  the  assets  but  also 
produced  sample  books  for  displaying  their  product  to  prospective  customers. 

From  this  reproducing  operation  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  there  appeared, 
in  1858,  replica  proofs  of  the  1847  issue.  However,  there  are  distinguishing  differences  be- 
tween the  primary  and  secondary  dies,  some  due  no  doubt  to  injuries  to  the  soft  dies.*  One 
most  significant  difference  is  the  clipped  lower  left  corner  of  the  five  cent  die.  This  irregu- 
larity in  shape  does  not  appear  on  copies  of  the  original  die  proofs.  Because  this  shows  that 
there  was  in  fact  a five  cent  secondary  die,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  there  was  a com- 
panion ten  cent  secondary  die. 

Likewise  proofs  which  appeared  in  1878,  1890,  and  later  on  lend  credence  to  the 
possession  of  the  original  transfer  roll  or  rolls,  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

A search  was  made  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  the  Post  Office  Department 
and  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  for  the  dies,  rolls,  plates  and  paper  to  produce 
the  1876  Special  Printings,  but  it  seems  that  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  was  not  asked 
if  they  had  them.  Subsequently,  new  dies  depicting  the  designs  of  the  1847  issue  were 
engraved. 

As  the  designs  of  the  Special  Printings  of  1876  were  in  conformity  with  their  original 
counterparts,  except  those  of  the  1847  issue,  it  is  regrettable  that  the  necessary  secondary 
dies  could  not  have  been  produced  from  the  apparently  available  transfer  relief  rolls  of 
our  initial  postage  issue. 

Had  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  provided  new  dies  from  the  original  transfer 
rolls,  or  provided  the  transfer  rolls  themselves,  we  now  would  be  able  to  possess  the 
1847  Reproductions  in  exact  similitude  instead  of  the  so-called  “official  forgeries,”  the 
lone  orphans  of  the  1876  Special  Printings. 


* In  the  case  of  cut  down  die  proofs,  various  scars,  the  most  prominent  appearing  as  a dot  on 
Franklin’s  forehead,  identify  the  new  die. 


Stamp  Design  Miscellany 

In  accordance  with  an  agreement  made  by  the  First  International  Congress  of 
Philately  at  Barcelona  in  i960,  Spain  commemorated  International  Stamp  Day  of  1962  by  a 
single  design  series  of  stamps  (Scott’s  A274)  on  May  7,  1962.  These  consist  of  25c,  ip,  and 
iop.  Fernando  Jesus  prepared  the  design,  and  the  National  Mint  rotogravure  printed 
the  stamps  under  Ministerial  Order  of  April  13,  1962. 


In  connection  with  the  Freedom  from  Hunger  Campaign,  a United  Nations  project, 
Portugal  issued  a single  design  3-value  series  (Scott’s  A226)  on  March  21,  1963.  Joao 
Abel  Manta  created  the  design,  and  the  stamps  were  lithographed  by  the  National  Mint 
under  Ministerial  Order  No.  19763,  dated  March  15,  1963. 


Samuel  Terarup  Cham,  whose  oil  painting  of  Rabaul  is  shown  on  the  10s  stamp 
(Scott’s  A32a)  issued  February  13,  1963,  by  Papua  and  New  Guinea,  is  a self-taught  artist. 
He  is  a building  contractor;  his  art  work,  a hobby.  He  was  horn  35  years  ago  at  Matupi, 
an  island  in  Rabaul  Harbor. 


Sissy  Klein  of  Vienna,  a four  year  old  child 
Christmas  stamp  (Scott’s  A157). 


modelled  Austria’s 


1953  one  schilling 
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The  Essay^Proof  Society  at  NOIEX 

1963 

By  Kenneth  Minuse 

A very  fine  exhibition,  bourse  and  dinner  were  held  at  the  Robert  Treat  Hotel, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  September  20,  21  and  22,  1963,  by  the  North  Jersey  Federated  Stamp 
Clubs,  Inc.  I be  participating  Societies  were  the  Postal  History  Society  of  the  Americas, 
the  Essay-Proof  Society,  the  Confederate  Stamp  Alliance,  the  Society  of  Australian 
Specialists,  the  American  Air  Alail  Society  and  the  Flag  Cancel  Society.  Approximately 
287  frames  were  shown  in  the  exhibit,  31  of  these  by  members  of  our  Society.  Many 
of  the  other  exhibits  included  essays  and  proofs.  Some  of  the  high  lights  of  the  prize- 
winning  exhibits  by  members  of  our  Society  are: 

Mrs.  Rae  D.  Ehrenberg — Open  Class,  Silver  Medal 

I'his  exhibit,  which  also  won  a Postal  History  Society  of  the  Americas’  gold  award, 
was  labeled  “Interior  Department,  U.  S.  Officials  1873-1884.” 

The  showing  was  complete  and  included  large  die  proofs  of  all  the  denominations,  ic 
through  90c,  the  1903  small  die  proofs,  the  1915  small  die  proofs  and  plate  proofs  on 
India,  the  five  printings  of  the  plate  proofs  on  card,  and  complete  Goodall  and  Atlanta 
die  proofs.  Also  shown  were  mint  and  used  singles  and  multiple  pieces  of  almost  all 
denominations,  including  the  15c  double  transfer  and  various  covers  and  corner  cards 
of  the  branches  of  the  Department.  The  1875  “Specimen"  overprints,  the  1879  stamps 
on  soft  paper  and  multiple  pieces  including  the  scarce  24c  block  were  also  shown. 

Falk  Finkelburg — Open  Class,  Silver  Medal 

A very  fine  display  of  the  U.  S.  1851  essays  and  proofs,  including  the  original  essay 
of  similar  design  for  the  1861  issue.  The  exhibit  consisted  of  vignettes  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  George  Washington  in  two  different  designs  by  Gavit  & Co.,  Brazer  s 
33E-C,  33E-D;  essays  on  India,  bond  and  glazed  papers  by  Draper,  Welsh  & Co.,  Brazer  s 
33E-G,  33E-H;  the  same  by  Danforth,  Bald  & Co.,  Brazer’s  33E-I,  33E-J,  33E-K; 
three  different  types  of  essays  in  trial  colors  on  various  papers  and  two  pages  of  com- 
posite dies  of  these  essays  by  Bald,  Couseland  & Co.,  Brazer  s 33E-L,  33E-M,  33E-N, 
33E-Nd. 

These  were  followed  by  the  proofs  and  trial  colors  of  the  adopted  design  by  Toppan, 
Carpenter  & Co.  For  the  ic,  in  addition  to  the  contemporary  plate  proofs,  there  were 
many  trial  colors  of  the  1875  reprints  on  stamp  paper,  including  several  upper  left  corner 
strips  of  four  and  an  unusual  large  block  of  16  in  blue  on  India. 

The  3c  and  5c  were  represented  by  hybrid  die  proofs  and  trial  colors,  as  well  as  a 

page  of  the  5c  contemporary  plate  printing  in  trial  colors  on  stamp  paper. 

For  the  10c  and  12c  the  showing  was  the  same  as  for  the  3c  and  5c  denominations. 
In  addition  there  were  original  die  and  plate  proofs. 

The  24c  showing  was  one  page  of  the  original  1851  large  die  and  plate  proofs  on 
India  and  trial  colors  on  stamp  paper  plus  a copy  of  the  rare  1915  printing. 

The  30c  representation  consisted  of  two  large  trial  color  die  proofs  in  different 
shades  of  black  and  one  plate  proof  of  each  on  India  and  on  wove  paper  also  in  black 
the  color  as  it  was  originally  intended  to  be.  In  the  normal  color  there  were  an  original 
large  die  proof  on  India,  a hybrid  die  proof  and  the  normal  color  plate  proofs. 

The  90c  was  represented  by  one  hybrid  large  die  proof  all  the  known  trial  color 

plate  proofs  on  stamp  paper  as  listed  by  Scott  and  the  normal  plate  proofs. 
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The  1963  Essay-Proof  Society  Trophy  awarded  at  NOJEX  to 

Dr.  Julian  Blanchard. 


Dr.  Julian  Blanchard—  Championship  Class,  Silver  Medal 

This  exhibit  consisted  of  five  frames  (80  pages)  of  stamps  (U.  S.)  and  bank  notes 
having  identical  or  similar  designs,  many  of  the  specimens  shown  being  essays  or  proofs. 
It  included  stamp  issues  frcm  the  1842  City  Despatch  Post  to  some  of  those  of  very 
recent  vintage,  such  as  the  Paul  Revere  25c  stamp  of  1958.  The  elaborate  display  of 
“money’’  (though  not  all  good  “spending  money”),  in  a multitude  of  styles  and  denomina- 
tions, attracted  considerable  attention  and  comment.  An  itemized  listing  of  the  collection 
was  given  in  Journal  No.  76,  page  191. 

The  special  Essay-Proof  Society  Trophy  was  also  awarded  to  this  unusual  exhibit. 
Mrs.  Ethel  B.  McCoy — Non-C  ompetitive 

A very  beautiful  exhibit  of  plate  numbers  including  two  sheets  of  newspaper  stamps, 
one  pane  of  No.  1 of  the  first  Bureau  issue,  the  Kansas  City  roulette  offsets,  Trans- 
Mississippi,  Pan-American,  blocks  of  four  of  the  “Immediate"  and  “Immediata”  special 
deliveries  of  Cuba,  and  Beacon  airmails. 

The  attending  members  of  our  Society  were  assigned  their  own  table  at  the  banquet 
held  Saturday  evening,  September  21st.  Mr.  Herman  Herst,  Jr.  served  as  toastmaster 
in  his  usual  fine  style.  The  speeches  were  short,  which  made  for  a very  enjoyable 
evening. 
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The  Essay  *>Proo£  Society  Catalog  of 

British  North  Aimer ica 
Essays  and  Proofs 


I5y  the  Catalog  Committee 
Kenneth  Minuse,  Chairman 

All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue, 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  PX  for  Progressive  Die  Proof,  plus  a 
capital  letter  tor  each  design  and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  76,  p.  148. 


Color  numbers  are  from  Color  Standards  and  N omenclature  by  Robert  Ridgway. 

All  items  listed  in  this  catalog  will  have  been  seen  by  someone  on  the  Catalog  Com- 
mittee or  by  some  other  competent  authority.  At  the  end  of  the  listings  for  each  country 
will  be  found  a description  of  any  items  that  may  have  become  connected  with  that  country 
but  for  various  reasons  have  been  omitted  from  this  catalog.  If  convincing  evidence  is 
submitted  to  justify  their  listing,  this  will  be  done  at  a later  date.  On  completion  of  this 
present  undertaking,  it  is  planned  to  issue  addenda  as  new  material  is  seen. 

ABBREVIATIONS 


C — Canceled 
E — Essay 

E-l — Essay  for  which  there  is  no  corre- 
sponding Scott’s  number. 

P — Proof 

PX — Progressive  Die  Proof 

TC — Trial  Color  Proof 

S — Specimen 

v. — vertical  reading  up 

h. — horizontal 

d. — diagonal 

t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 
1. — left 

1*. — right 


1—  die  impression,  large  margins 

2 —  die  impression,  small  margins 

3 —  plate  impression  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  impression  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  impression  on  stamp  paper, 

perforated 

6 —  plate  impression  on  stamp  paper, 

perforated 

7 —  plate  impression  on  experimental  paper 

8 —  plate  impression  from  American  Bank 

Note  Co.  trade  sample  sheet 

9 —  plate  impression  from  British  American 

Bank  Note  Co.  trade  sample  sheet 


(Continued  from  Journal  No.  79,  page 
134) 

JBomimoiri  of  Canada 

By  British  American  Bank  Note  Co. 


In  Journal  No.  78,  page  86 

22TC4.  delete 

“dark  brown-red  ( 5 k / 0 ) ” 
“dark  orange-brown  ( 7 k / 0 ) ” 

also  in  same  Journal  page  90 
28TC2  add  under  “c.” 

“dim  dark  green  (35m/l)” 


69PX-A.  3 Cents. 

Progressive  die  proof,  die  sunk  on 
card  88  x 12  2mm,  size  of  die  sink- 
age  50  x 61mm  Card  inscribed  be- 
low sinkage  in  pencil”  another 
method  of  treatment,  suggested  by 
M.  McDonough,  something  of  this 
kind  ought  to  be  done”. 

The  blanks  at  sides  of  oval  values, 
as  illustrated  in  6 9E-AA  are  paint- 
ed in  white. 

dusky  v.  dark  brown  (13  m/3) 

a.  Progressive  die  proof  on  card  .013" 
thick,  about  30  x 23mm.  (without 
the  above  notation  in  pencil) 
deep  red  (1  i/0) 
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G9PX-B 


69PX-B.  3 Cents. 

Size  of  design  17  x 21mm 
Semi-circular  ends  engraved  at  the 
four  ends  of  solid  color  between 
lettering. 

a.  Progressive  die  proof  on  card  .013" 
thick,  trimmed  to  sizes  listed  below, 
deep  red  (1  i/0)  size  19  x 2 2mm 
dusky  violet-red  (71m/2)  size  19  x 
22mm 

deep  orange,  shades,  (11  i/0)  (11 
m/0)  size  20  x 23mm 
dark  greenish-olive  (23  m/2)  size 
20  x 23mm 

dark  blue-green,  shades,  (39  m/1) 
(45  m/2)  size  20  x 23mm 
dull  violet-black  (65  m/3)  size  20  x 
23mm 

dark  vivid  purple  (63  m/2)  size 
22  x 2 6mm 

b.  on  faint  blue-green  wove  paper 
.005"  thick,  about  19  x 2 2mm 
black  (69  o/5)  size  20  x 2 3mm 
dark  vivid  purple  (63  m/2) 
dusky  dark  red-violet  (65  m/1) 
dull  dusky  purple  (67  m/1) 
violet-black  (69  m/4) 

c.  on  wove  stamp  paper,  stamp  size, 
dusky  red-violet  (63  m/1) 


G9PX-C. 


Solid  color  between  lettering  has 
been  removed  except  for  the  two 
edges. 


69PX-C.  3 Cents. 

Progressive  die  proof  on  card  .013" 
thick 

deep  orange-red  (5  i/0)  size  19  x 
2 2 mm 

dusky  blue-green  (41  m/1)  size 
19  x 2 2mm 

dark  violet-brown  (69  m/3)  size 
19  x 22mm 

dark  orange-brown  (9  k/0)  size 
19  x 22m 

dusky  red-brown  (9  m/1)  size  19 
x 2 2mm 

dusky  dark  blue-green  (39  m/1) 
size  19  x 22mm 

dusky  dark  violet  (61  m/1)  size 
19  x 2 2mm 

dusky  violet-red  (69  m/1)  size 

19  x 2 2mm 

black  (69  o/5)  size  19  x 22mm 
bluish  green-black  (41  m/4)  size 
22  x 2 6mm 

deep  ultramarine  (50  m/1)  size 
22  x 26mm 

a.  Progressive  die  proof,  die  sunk 
printed  directly  on  card  15  2 x 
230mm.  Size  of  die  sinkage  50.5 
x 6 2mm.  (The  following  notes  are 
written  on  face  of  card  in  black 
ink. ) 

dusky  blue-green  (37  m/1)  “ft  13 
one  cent” 

dusky  blue-green  (39  m/1)  “#4 

one  cent” 

black  (69  o/5)  “ftl” 

b.  Progressive  die  proof  on  faint  blue- 
green  wove  paper  .005"  thick,  a- 
green  wove  paper  .005"  thick, 
about  19  x 22mm 

dusky  violet-blue  (53  m/3) 
dusky  red-violet,  shades,  (61  m/1) 
(63  m/1)  (63  m/2) 
dusky  violet-red  (69  m/1)  size 


G9PX-1). 


Size  of  design  17  x 22mm 
Horizontal  lines  in  oval  between 
lettering. 
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69PX-D.  3 Cents. 

Progressive  die  proof. 

a.  on  card  .013"  thick,  trimmed  to 
about  19  x 2 2mm 

dusky  red-violet,  shades,  (63  m/1) 
(65  m/1)  (65  o/3) 
pale  blue-gray  (41  d/3) 

b.  Progresive  die  proof  on  stamp  pa- 
per, stamp  size. 

dusky  red-violet  (63  m/1) 

c.  Progressive  die  proof  on  faint 
orange-yellow  wove  paper  block 
sunk  on  white  card 

dull  dark  violet  (55  m/2) 
deep  slate-violet  (61  i/3) 
dark  red-violet  (shades)  (63  k/1) 
(63  m/1) 

dull  dusky  purple  (67  m/1) 

<1.  on  bluish-green  wove  paper 
dusky  red-violet  (63  m/1) 


69PX-E. 

Size  of  design  17  x 21mm 


69PX-E.  3 Cents. 

Engraved  progressive  die  proof 
with  wash  in  oval  at  sides.  Unfin- 
ished shading  on  cheek  and  veil, 
a.  on  card  50  x 61mm  (very  rare) 
black  (69  o/5) 


Die  No.  F-105. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  51  x 62.5mm 

©9P1.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  15  0 x 
232mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
deep  red  (1  i/0) 

b.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
232mm,  without  die  No.  and  im- 
print. 

deep  red  (1  i/0) 


c.on  India  about  50  x 60mm,  proba- 
bly about  20  shades  of  red  exist. 
red,  shades  (1  h/0)  (li/0)  (1 

j/0)  (1  k/0 ) (3  h/0)  (3  i/0)  (3 

J'/O) 

<1.  on  white  wove  paper  with  die  No. 
and  imprint. 

deep  red,  shades,  (1  i/0)  (1  k/0) 

69TC1 . 3 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

a.  on  card  .0085"  thick  50  x 62mm, 
with  die  No.  and  imprint. 

b.  die  sunk,  printed  directly  on  card 
152  x 233,  size  of  die  sinkage  50.5 
x 62mm. 

Quotations  are  written  on  face  of 
card  in  black  ink;  numbers  in 
parentheses  probably  indicate  iden- 
tification of  trial  colors  submitted 
for  the  set. 

deep  orange-red  (3  i/0)  “For  the 
three  cent  stamp  adopt  the  red 
color  of  the  Jubilee  three  cent 
stamp/  J.Y.M.’’  “The  color  of 
the  six  cents  to  be  of  the  color 
on  the  Jubilee  six.  J.V.M.” 
deep  yellow-orange  (13  o/l) 
(15)  “Approved  of  for  eight 
cent  stamp/  22  Oct.  97,  J.  V.  M.” 
dusky  gray-green  (25  m/2)  (9) 
dull  blue-green  (37  m/1)  (4)  “this 
color  approved  for  four  cent 
stamp/  J.V.M./  31  Oct.  97/ 
J.V.M.”’ 

dark  red-violet  (61  m/2)  (10) 

approved  of  for  ten  cent 
stamp/  J.V.M.” 

dark  red-violet  (63  m/1)  “This 
color  approved  of  for  two  cent 
stamp/  21  Oct.  97/  J.V.M.” 

c.  on  dull  v.  faint  orange-yellow  card 
.011"  thick,  42  x 50mm 

v.  dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

69P2.  3 Cents. 

Small  die  proof. 

a.  on  diagonal  mesh  wove  paper  .003" 
thick,  2 2.5  x 3 8mm 
deep  orange-red  (3  i/0) 

69TG2.  3 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof. 

a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

b.  on  card  .013"  to  .014"  thick 
deep  red  (1  i/0) 

dark  yellow-brown,  shades,  (13 
k/0)  (15  i/0)  (15  k/0) 
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dark  yellowish-gray  (25  k/5) 
deep  slate-green  (33  k/4) 
dark  green  (35  m/1) 
dusky  dark  blue-green  (39  m/1) 
dull  green-black  (41  k/4) 
violet  (63  -/0) 
dark  violet-brown  (69  m/3) 
dusky  dark  violet  (61  m/1) 
dull  violet-red  (71  m/2) 
dark  purple  (69  k/3) 

c.  on  white  wove  paper  .004"  thick, 
stamp  size. 

dusky  dark  violet  (61  m/0) 

d.  on  faint  yellow  wove  paper  .004" 
thick,  about  19  x 22mm 

deep  red  ( 1 i/0) 

dusky  red-violet  (61  m/1) 

e.  on  dull  faint  blue-green  wove  paper 
.005"  thick 

dusky  dark  ultramarine  (53  m/1) 

i.  on  dull  faint  orange-yellow  card 
.011"  thick  42  x 50mm 
dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 


69P4.  3 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  card, 
deep  red  (1  i/0) 

Die  No.  F-106. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  67.5  x 73mm 

70P1.  5 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
232mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
dusky  dark  blue  (47  k/1) 

b.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
232mm,  without  die  No.  and  im- 
print. 

dusky  dark  blue  (47  k/1) 


70TC1 . 5 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

a.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  65  x 72mm 
with  die  No.  and  imprint. 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

b.  on  greenish-blue  paper  with  im- 
print. 

violet-purple  (63  -/0) 

<1.  on  faint  green-yellow  diagonal 
mesh  wove  paper,  about  5 8 x 
70mm 

dusky  dull  violet  (59  m/2) 
dull  dark  purple  (69  k/3) 


70TC2.  5 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof. 

b.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

c.  on  pale  yellow  wove  paper  .0035" 
thick,  22  x 25mm 

dark  slate-violet,  shades  (57  k/3) 
(65  m,/0)  (69  k/3) 

d.  on  light  blue  wove  paper  .004" 
thick,  22  x 25mm 

dark  slate-violet  (57  k/3) 

e.  on  light  blue  wove  paper  .0055" 
thick,  22  x 25mm 

dull  dark  blue  (51  m/2) 

f.  on  pale  yellow  wove  paper,  on  card 
21  x 24mm 

dark  red-violet  (61  m/2) 

g.  on  faint  orange-yellow  card  .011" 
thick,  about  42  x 50mm,  with  die 
No.  and  imprint. 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

h.  on  faint  greenish-yellow  wove 
paper. 

dull  dark  purple  (69  k/3) 


70P4.  5 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  card  .013"  thick, 
probably  from  Ottawa  plate 
No.  1. 

dull  dusky  blue  (47  m/2) 


70TC5.  5 Cents. 

Trial  color  plate  proof, 
a.  on  bluish  wove  paper, 
dull  dark  purple  (69  k/3) 


70TC6.  5 Cents. 

Finished  trial  color  proof. 

a,  on  faint  blue  wove  paper,  perf.  12, 
gummed. 

dull  violet-black  (65  m/3) 

b.  on  faint  green-yellow  wove  paper, 
perf.  12,  gummed. 

dull  violet-black  (65  m/3) 


Die  No.  F-107. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  64  x 74mm 

71  PI.  6 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
23  2mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
dusky  yellow-orange  (brown)  (13 
m/2) 
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b.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
2 3 2mm,  without  die  No.  and  im- 
print. 

dusky  yellow-orange  (brown)  (13 

m/2) 


71TC1.  6 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

a.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  63  x 
7 2mm  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

b.  on  wove  paper, 
deep  red  (1  i/0 ) 

dull  dark  purple  (69  k/3) 


71TC2.  6 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

e.  on  faint  blue-green  stiff  wove 
paper  .004"  thick, 
dusky  dull  violet  (57  m/2) 

i.  on  dull  faint  yellow  card  .011" 
thick,  about  42  x 50mm 
dark  olive-black.  (23  m/5) 


71P4.  6 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  card  .013"  thick, 
probably  from  Ottawa  plate 
No.  1. 

dusky  dark  brown  (13  m/3) 


Die  No.  F-108 

Size  of  die  sinkage  6 6.5  x 74mm 

72P1.  8 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
232mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
deep  yellow-orange  (13  i / 0) 

b.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
232mm,  without  die  No.  and  im- 
print. 

deep  yellow-orange  (13  i/0) 


72TC1.  8 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof, 
a.  on  card  .0085"  thick  about  65  x 
73mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 


72TC2.  8 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 


c.  on  white  wove  paper  .004"  thick, 
stamp  size. 

red  (1  -/ 0 ) 

dark  red-brown  (3  i/0) 

d.  on  faint  orange-yellow  wove  paper 
.004"  thick 

red  (1  -/0) 
deep  red  (1  i/0) 

i.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
42  x 50mm 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

n.  on  India, 
red  (1  -/0) 


72P4.  8 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  Card, 
deep  yellow-orange  (13  i/0) 


72TC5.  8 Cents. 

Trial  color  plate  proof. 

a.  on  yellowish  wove  paper, 
red  (1  -/0) 

b.  on  white  wove  paper, 
deep  red  ( 1 i/0) 

dark  red-brown  (3  k/0) 


Die  No.  F-109. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  65  x 7 4mm 

73P1.  10  Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
2 3 2mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
dull  dark  purple  (69  m/3) 

b.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  150  x 
232mm,  without  die  No.  and  im- 
print. 

dull  dark  purple  (69  m/3) 


73TC1.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

a.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  64  x 72mm, 
with  die  No.  and  imprint. 

dark  olive-black.  (23  m/5) 

b.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 


73TC2.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size. 

dusky  dark  brown  (13  m/3) 
violet  (59  k/0) 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 
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731*4.  10  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  card  .013"  thick, 
probably  from  Ottawa  plate 
No.  1. 

dull  dark  purple,  (61  nr/ 3) 

73TC6.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  finished  proof, 

a.  on  stamp  paper,  perf.  12,  gummed, 
dim  deep  red  (1  k/0) 


1897. 

E-l.  15  Cents. 

Unissued  value 
Small  die  essay 

a.  on  card  .013"  thick,  trimmed  to 
about  19  x 2 2mm 

dark  brown  (5  i/0) 

b.  on  pale  blue  wove  paper  about  20  x 
23  mm 

dark  violet-blue  (53  k/2) 

By  The  American  Bank  Note  Co., 
Ottawa,  Canada. 

1898-1902  Numeral  Issue. 

A master  die  was  engraved  by 
Charles  Skinner  of  the  vignette  and 
band  with  the  words  “CANADA 
POSTAGE”  around  it.  From  this, 
secondary  dies  were  laid  down  for 
each  denomination  and  the  maple 
leaves,  numerals  and  frames  were 
engraved  individually  on  each 
secondary  die.  There  were  two 
secondary  dies  laid  down  for  the 
2c  value.  See  listings  under  this 
value. 


Die  No.  F-114 

Size  of  die  sinkage  60  x 74mm 
Border,  4 thin  lines. 

1 898. 

741*1.  y2  Cent. 

Large  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  95  x 
10 Onnn,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

slate-black  (71  o/5) 


b.  on  card  .0085"  thick  with  die  No. 

7 5mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 5 0mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

741*2.  V2  Cent. 

Small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

741*5.  y2  Cent. 

Plate  proof. 

a.  on  faint  yellow-orange  wove  paper, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

Die  No.  F-115 

Size  of  die  sinkage  61  x 7 4.5mm 
Border,  4 thin  lines. 

75P1.  1 Cent. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  9 5 x 
100mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dim  blue-green  (39  m/1) 


75TC1.  1 Cent. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

b.  on  card  .008  5"  thick,  about  61  x 
and  imprint  below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 5 0mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/1) 

75TC2.  1 Cent. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

Die  No.  F-116 

Size  of  die  sinkage  61.5  x 7 4mm 
Type  I.  Frame  of  four  thin  lines. 

76P1.  2 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  95  x 
10  0mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint, 
dim  dark  violet  (61  m/1) 

1899. 

77aTCI . 2 Cents. 

Type  II.  Frame  of  1 thick  line  between 
two  thin  lines. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

b.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  58  x 
74mm  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 
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o.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 
dusky  olive-black  (23  m/1) 
dusky  olive-black  (23  m/1) 

77aTC2.  2 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 

a.  on  card,  stamp  size 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

77aTC5.  2 Cents. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  faint  yel- 
low-orange wove  paper, 
deep  red  (3  i/0) 

77aTC6.  2 Cents. 

Trial  color  finished  proof, 

a.  on  white  wove  paper,  perf.  and 
gummed. 

gray-black.  (69  i/5) 


Die  No.  F-113 

Size  of  die  sinkage  75  x 61mm 
Border,  4 thin  lines. 

1898. 

78P1.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

e.  on  faint  orange-yellow  wove  paper 
.003"  thick 

deep  red  (carmine)  (li/0),  shades 
deep  orange-red  (deep  carmine) 

( 3 i / 0 ) shades 

deep  brown-red  ( 5 i / 0 ) 

f.  on  white  wove  paper,  die  sunk  with 
die  No.  and  imprint  below. 

deep  red  (carmine)  (1  i/0) 

h.  on  white  card  60  x 100mm,  with 
die  No.  and  imprint  below, 
orange-red  (5  i/1) 

78TC1.  3 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

b.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  61  x 
73mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

78TC2.  3 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 

a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

781*2.  3 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  card, 
deep  red  (3  i/0) 


781*5.  3 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  white  wove  paper 
deep  red  (3  i/0) 


E-l. 


Die  No.  0-9 
Unissued  value. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  60  x 73mm 
Border,  3 thick  lines. 

1902. 

E-l . 4 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  essay. 

a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5 ) 

Trial  color  die  essay. 

b.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  60  x 
73mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 


Die  No.  F-117 

Size  of  die  sinkage  5 9.5  x 75mm 
Border,  4 thin  lines. 

1898. 

79P1.  5 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  9 5 x 
10  0mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  dark  blue  (48  m/1) 

79TC1 . 5 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

b.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  59  x 
74mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 5 0mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

79TC2.  5 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 
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79TC0.  5 Cents. 

Trial  color  finished  proof. 

a.  on  faint  yellow  wove  paper  perf. 
12  brownish  gum 

dull  violet-black  (61  m/3) 

b.  on  blue  wove  paper,  perf.  12 
gummed. 

dim  dark  violet  61  m/1) 

Die  No.  F-118 

Size  of  die  sinkage  61  x 75min 
Border,  4 thin  lines. 

80P1.  6 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  95  x 
100mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dull  brown  (11  m/2) 

80TC1.  6 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

b.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  58  x 
7 4mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

80TC2.  6 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof. 

a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 

Die  No.  0-10 

Size  of  die  sinkage  61  x 72mm 
Border,  3 thin  lines. 

1902. 

81  TCI.  7 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof 

b.  on  card  .0085"  thick  about  61  x 
72mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

(1.  printed  directly  on  die  sunk  card, 
about  142  x212mm 
yellowish-green  (23  i/0) 

81TC2.  7 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 


Die  No.  F-119 

Size  of  die  sinkage  61  x 74mm 
Border,  2 thin  lines  between  2 thick 

lines. 


1898. 

82 PI.  8 Cents. 

Large  die  proof. 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card,  9 5 x 
100mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

deep  orange  (9  i/0) 

82TC1.  8 Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

b.  on  card  .00  85"  thick,  about  61  x 
74mmm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 


82P2.  8 Cents. 

Small  die  proof. 

a.  on  white  wove  paper,  .0  45"  thick, 
about  24  x 2 6mm 
deep  orange  (9  i/0) 


82TC2.  8 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 


83E-A. 

Die  No.  F-120 

Size  of  die  sinkage  59  x 5 4mm 
Border,  4 thin  lines. 

83E-A.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  finished  plate  essay  with 
horizontal  lines  between  lettering 
(as  in  69PX-D)  on  white  wove  pa- 
per, perf.  12  brownish  gum. 
dim  deep  red  (1  i/1) 

83TC1.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof. 

b.  on  card  .00  85"  thick,  about  5 9 x 
74mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 50mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  111/ 5) 


83P2.  10  Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  card  .013"  thick, 

about  20  x 23mm 

dusky  violet-black  (63  m/3) 

83TC2.  1 0 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 
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b.  on  India. 

dark  olive-gray  (23  i/5) 

83TC6.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  finished  proof, 
a.  on  white  wove  paper,  perf.  12 
gummed. 

dim  deep  red  (1  i/1) 


Die  No.  F-121 
Unissued  value. 

Size  of  design  17  x 22mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  56  x 73mm 
Border,  1 thick  line. 

1000. 

E-2.  15  cents. 

Large  die  essay. 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card, 
slate-gray  (71  i/5) 

b.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42x  50mm 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  52  x 
71mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

d.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  55  x 
73mm,  without  Die  No.  and  im- 
print. 

light  bluish-gray  (61  b/3) 

Small  die  essay. 

e.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5 ) 

f.  on  card  .013"  thick,  trimmed  to 
about  20  x 24mm 

dusky  greenish-gray  (35  k/5) 

g.  on  India,  about  20  x 2 3mm 
dark  olive-gray  (23  i/5) 


Die  No.  F-122 

Size  of  die  sinkage  58  x 7 2mm 
Border,  2 thick  lines. 


1900. 

84TC1.  20  Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof, 
b.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  58  x 
72mm,  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

e.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 5 0mm 
dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

li.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card, 
deep  green  (35  j/0) 


841*2.  20  Cents. 

Small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card. 

olive-green  (21  m/1) 


84TC2.  20  Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof, 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o,/5) 


Die  No.  F-12  3 
Unissued  value 

Size  of  die  sinkage  60  x 72mm 
Border,  1 thick  line  between  2 thin 

lines. 


1900. 

E-3.  50  Cents. 

Large  die  essay. 

b.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  53  x 
7 2mmm,  with  die  no.  and  impiint 

below. 

dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

e.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  42  x 5 0mm 
dusky  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

h.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card, 
olive-green  (21  m/1) 

Small  die  essay. 

a.  on  card,  stamp  size, 
slate-black  (71  o/5) 


(To  be  continued.) 
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'Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Essay^Proof  Society,  1963 

Minutes  of  tfhe  Convention 

President  Blanchard  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  2:30  P.M.,  Saturday,  September  21,  1963, 
at  the  Robert  Treat  Hotel,  Newark,  N.  j.  At  the  President’s  direction  the  Secretary  read  the  Convention 
Call. 

President  Blanchard  appointed  a Credentials  Committee  which  reported  that  a quorum  existed,  where- 
upon he  declared  the  Convention  open  for  business. 

The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  1962  Convention.  On  motion  duly  carried  these  were  accepted. 

President  Blanchard  appointed  a Nominating  Committee,  Charles  W.  Brooks,  Chairman,  to  nominate 
candidates  for  the  expired  terms  on  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Secretary’s  and  Treasurer’s  reports  were  read  and  upon  motion  duly  carried  were  accepted  with 
thanks. 

President  Blanchard  gave  a report  on  the  progress  of  the  Society  and  some  of  the  problems  that  will 
confront  us  in  the  coming  year.  He  announced  the  resignation  of  Mr.  C.  M.  Jephcott  as  British  North 
America  Editor,  because  of  his  many  other  philatelic  activities.  This  resignation  was  accepted  with 
regret. 

The  Nominating  Committee  presented  the  following  slate  of  Directors  for  the  term  expiring  1966: 
Mrs.  Ethel  B.  McCoy,  Sol  Altmann,  Joseph  G.  Reims  and  Kenneth  Minuse.  President  Blanchard,  after 
asking  if  there  were  any  further  nominations  from  the  floor,  declared  the  nominations  closed.  On  motion 
duly  carried,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  cast  a single  ballot  for  these  nominees,  whereupon  the  President 
declared  them  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  term  expiring  1966. 

The  Convention  was  then  opened  for  general  business.  The  most  pressing  problem  during  the  past 
year  and  the  one  which  gave  the  Board  of  Directors  anxiety  and  caused  prolonged  discussion  was  the 
Journal.  Due  to  his  outside  activities,  Mr.  David  Lidman,  who  had  been  editing  the  Journal,  asked 
to  be  relieved  of  this  post.  The  finding  of  a capable  new  Editor  was  not  an  easy  task.  After  much 
thought  and  many  discussions  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  President  Blanchard  solved  the  matter  by  obtaining 
the  services  of  Aliss  Barbara  Mueller  to  fill  this  position.  President  Blanchard  was  heartily  thanked 
for  his  solution  of  this  thorny  problem. 

Air.  George  Turner  proposed  that  our  1964  Convention  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.  This 
proposal  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  consideration. 

Air.  Thomas  F.  Alorris  read  a very  interesting  paper  about  the  formation  and  early  days  of  our  Society, 
this  year  marking  its  twentieth  anniversary. 

On  a motion  from  the  floor  duly  made  and  carried,  the  Officers  were  thanked  for  their  work  for  the 
Society  during  the  past  year. 

At  5 :oo  P.A1.  the  Convention  was  adjourned. 


Kenneth  AIinuse,  Secretary 


The  Secretary  must  again  report  a disappointing  situation  from  the  standpoint  of  membership.  W hile 
the  tabulation  below  shows  that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  last  four  years,  we  have  not  lost  in  total  member- 
ship and  have  gained  two  in  the  non-member  subscriber  column.  I am  sure  we  could  have  done  much  better 
with  a little  more  effort. 


i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Members 

274 

266 

252 

2 52 

Non-members  subscribers 

9 

10 

14 

16 

The  following  list  of  new  members  secured 

during  the 

past  year 

shows  that  not 

many  of  us  are 

doing  our  share  in  recruiting.  The  new  members 

secured  by 

the  Secretar 

v do  not  count, 

as  most  of  these 

were  the  result  of  unsolicited  inquiries: 

Airs.  Rac  Ehrenberg  4 Alarcus  Samuel  1 

Joseph  Reinis  2 Foster  Rice  1 

Falk  Finkelburg  2 Secretary  3 

Once  again  we  have  enjoyed  a good  income  from  the  sale  of  back  issues  of  the  Journal  as  shown 
in  the  Treasurer's  report.  At  this  time  we  would  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  supply 
of  back  issues  of  the  Journal  is  diminishing,  some  numbers  being  unavailable  and  others  in  very  short 
supply.  Anyone  wanting  back  numbers  should  contact  the  Secretary  without  delay  to  avoid  disappointment 
later  on. 


Kenneth  AIinuse,  Secretary 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  80 


187 


Report  of  the  Catalog  Committee 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  at  last  the  revised  British  North  America  Section  of  the  Essay-lW 
Catalog  >s  now  appearing  serially  in  our  Journal.  The  need  for  this  catalog  is  shown  by  the  enthusiasm 

of  our  friends  in  Canada  and  England.  The  following  are  some  of  those  who  have  volunteered  to  help 
with  this  work  : 


Canada:  James  N.  Sissons  and  his  associates. 

New  Brunswick  & Nova  Scotia:  Dr.  Henry  D.  Hicks  and  his  associates. 

Prince  Edward  Island:  Leslie  G.  Tomlinson,  F.  R.  P.  S.  L. 

Early  Newfoundland:  Arnold  M.  Strange,  F.  R.  P.  S.  L.,  and  Col.  Robert  Pratt. 


Also  our  good  friend  Robson  Lowe,  who  always  finds  time  from  his  busy  schedule  to  help  with  anv 
of  our  problems. 

I his  is  all  very  gratifying,  as  these  are  all  well  known  philatelists  in  their  respective  fields. 

We  realize  that  by  their  very  nature  there  probably  will  never  be  a complete  listing  of  all  essavs  and 
proofs.  Our  endeavor  is  to  make  our  listing  as  complete  as  possible.  With  this  in  mind,  it  is  our  hope 
that  those  with  material  not  listed  as  the  catalog  appears  in  the  Journals  will  notify  us  of  the  omissions  so 
that  they  can  be  listed  in  the  addendum  which  we  plan  to  publish.  It  is  also  hoped  that  any  errors  will 
be  brought  to  our  attention  so  that  they  can  be  corrected.  Any  suggestions  or  criticism  will  be  given  the 
most  careful  consideration.  After  this  has  been  done,  if  enough  interest  is  shown  and  circumstances 
warrant,  we  may  publish  the  entire  work  in  book  form. 


Kenneth  Minuse,  Chairman 


Treasurer’s  Report 

The  statements  submitted  herewith  show  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society  at  June  30,  1963, 
and  its  operations  for  the  year  ended  on  that  date. 

Balance  Sheet,  June  30,  1963 


Assets : 

Cash  on  Deposit  $3,408.75 


Total  Assets  $3,408.75 

Liabilities : 

Dues  Prepaid  $ 120.00 

Deferred  Expenses  1,700.00 


Total  Liabilities  $1,820.00 

Surplus  $1,588.75 


Total  Liabilities  & Surplus  $3,408.75 


Operations  for  the  Year  Ending  June  30,  1963 


Income : 

.Membership  Dues,  1962-1963  $2-397-58 

Subcriptions  1 0 5 • 5 0 

Advertising  3 1 3-95 

Contributions  207.00 

Sale  of  Journals  453-78 


Total  Income  

Expenses : 

Printing  

Photoengraving  

Editor  

Postage  

Convention  

Miscellaneous  

Provision  for  additional  Printing  Expense 
Provision  for  additional  Photoengraving  Expense 
Provision  for  additional  Editor  Expense  

Total  Expenses  

Loss  from  Operations  


$3,477.81 

- $1,187.30 

217.24 

300.00 

99-43 

30.00 

41-75 

1,200.00 

200.00 

300.00 


$3.575-72 
$ 97.91 
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Cash  Reconciliation  at  June  30,  1963 


Cash  on  Deposit  July  1,  1962  $1,771.31 

Receipts  Applicable  to  the  Current  Year  3.393-i6 

Dues  Prepaid  (1963-1964)  120.00 


Total  Cash  $5,284.47 

Disbursements  $1,875.72 


Cash  on  Deposit  June  30,  1963  $3,408.75 


Contributions,  1962-1963 


25C  Altmann,  Solomon  

843  Brenner,  Herman  M.  

682  Caposella,  Fred  L.  

900  Chao,  Tsin  

72C  Finkelburg,  Falk  

786  Freeman,  Harley  L.  

474  Greene,  Vincent  G.  

60C  Griswold,  Dean  Erwin  N. 

3C  Gros,  Julian  

664  Gurney,  Kent  W.  

14C  Holton,  Robert  K.  

844  Karp,  Louis  R.  

623  Katz,  Dr.  William  A.  „ 
68C  Lane,  Dr.  H.  H.  


$ 5.00 

141 

2.00 

706 

5.00 

655 

I 0.00 

775 

O 

O 

4C 

1 0.00 

986 

O 

O 

1/7 

875 

10.00 

200 

O 

O 

IT) 

1 iS 

1 0.00 

967 

1 0.00 

20C 

c 

0 

1 D 

718 

10.00 

979 

O 

c 

1/7 

Comments 

Report  is 

prese: 

Little,  Philip,  Jr.  $ 

McCoy,  Ethel  B.  

Minuse,  Kenneth  

Molesworth,  Jack  E.  ; 

Morris,  Thomas  F.  

Pennell,  J.  Roy,  Jr.  

Ruder,  Lucius  S.  

Simons,  C.  Dewar,  3rd  

Vanderbilt,  Clinton  B.  

Weaver,  Ralph  R.  

White,  Marcus  W.  

Wilcox,  Gaylord  P.  

Wright,  Russell  W.  


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

1 5.00 

10.00 
10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 


$207.00 


fore,  following  a recommendation  of  the  Auditing  Committee.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  that  our  operating 
loss  for  the  past  year  has  been  reduced  and  our  hopes  are  rising  that  it  will  soon  be  eliminated.  The  sale 
of  back  numbers  of  the  Journal  has  been  exceptionally  good.  Again  we  can  not  refrain  from  expressing 
our  gratitude  for  the  contributions  of  those  loyal  members  who  are  determined  that  our  Journal  shall 
continue. 


Rae  D.  Ehrenberg,  Treasurer 


T c Auditing  Committee  has  examined  the  books  and  records  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  Inc.,  for  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1963,  and  finds  them  to  be  correctly  kept. 

The  Cash  Account  has  been  checked  and  reconciled  ; and  the  disbursements  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily 
supported  by  vouchers. 

In  our  opinion,  the  Treasurer’s  Report  is  correctly  prepared  and  is  an  accurate  statement  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Society  as  at  said  June  30,  1963,  and  of  its  operations  for  the  period  then  ended. 

Albert  H.  Higgins,  Chairman 


The  LORENZO  J.  HATCH 

BANK  NOTE  ENGRAVER 

Collection  of  Bank  Note  Engravings 

Being  Broken  Up 

Items  used  on  U.  S.  Currency-U.  S.  Bonds-Fostage  & Revenue  Stamps-State  Bank  Notes, 
etc.,  etc.  Large  List  50c. 

DREW’S  BOOKSHOP  26  Summer  Si..  Malden,  Mass. 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Kenneth  Minuse,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y.  for  sales  of  British 
North  America  essays  and  proofs. 

Falk  Finkelburg,  114-9  3 226  Street,  Cambria  Heights  11,  New  York,  N.  Y.  for 
sales  of  United  States  essays  and  proofs. 

When  sales  are  not  reported,  no  prices  realized  were  received  or  items  were 
imperfect  or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 
The  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  catalog 
abbreviations.  See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog.  U.  S. 
essay  numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Stamps  and  its  addenda. 

ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 

By  Falk  Finkelburg 
United  States 


Harrner,  Hooke  & Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  Sept.  11,  12,  13,  1963. 

18  63  Typographed  sheet  of  9,  3 rows  of  3 each,  on  yellow  wove  paper 

73E-Cc,7  4E-Cc,7  5E-Cc 


green  

violet  

red 

blue 

2c  black,  small  die  proof  from  Roosevelt  book 73P2 

2c  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 73P3 

2c  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 73P3 

2c  gray,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 with  experimental  cancella- 
tions, thin 7 3TC3 

2c  vermillion,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India  block  of  4 73TC3 

2c  black,  plate  proof  on  goldbeater  skin 73P7 


2c  black,  on  Francis  Patent  experimental  gray  paper,  block  of  4 . .73P7 

Yalian  Mozian,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  July  28,  1963. 

U.  S.  Private  Match  Revenue  Proofs 
All  are  lc  black  on  India  unless  noted  otherwise. 


Naning  & Bonhack,  v.  f.,  size  22  x 25  mm 

J.  H.  Hotchkiss,  v.  f.,  size  22  x 26  mm  

Ives  Matches,  v.  f.,  size  20  x 25  mm 

Ives  & Sudd,  f.  trifle  thin,  22  x 26  mm 

Lacour’s,  f.,  21  x 2 4 mm 

F.  Mansfield  & Co.,  v.  f.,  26  x 31  mm 

Maryland  M.  Co.,  v.  f.,  2 2 x 2 7 mm 

Matches,  Head  of  Franklin,  lc  blue,  f.,  18  x 2 5 mm  . . 

A.  Messinger,  f.  tiny  thin,  23  x 26  mm 

National  Match  Co.,  v.  f.,  20  x 25  mm 

National  Match  Co.,  lc  blue  on  card  V.  F.,  21  x 25  nun 

New  York  Match  Co.,  lc  blue,  v.  f.,  30  x 24  mm 

New  Bauer  & Co.,  4c  green,  v.  f.,  22  x 28  mm 

Orona  Match  Co.,  lc  green,  v.  f.,  20  x 24  mm 

Paris  City  Match  Co.,  lc  green,  f.,  2 0 x 2 4 mm 

Pierce  Match  Co.,  lc  blue,  f.,  20  x 36  mm 

V.  R.  Powell,  v.  f.,  22  x 27  mm 

D.  M.  Richardson,  v.  f.,  on  card,  29  x 35  mm 

Richardson  Match  Co.,  3c  black,  v.  f.,  38  x 47  mm  . . 

Wm.  Roeber,  lc  blue,  f.,  24  x 24  mm 

San  Francisco  Match  Co.,  12c  black,  v.  f.,  74  x 48  mm 

E.  K.  Smith,  lc  blue,  v.  f.,  38  x 42  mm 

Union  Match  Co.,  v.  f.,  23  x 27  mm 

U.  S.  M.  Co.,  v.  f.,  32  x 29  nun 

Washington  Match  Co.,  on  card,  v.  f 

Wise  & Co.,  v.  f.,  33  x 32  mm 


RO107 

RO110 

R0115 

R0119 

R0123 

RO130 

R0131 

R0132 

R0133 

R0134 

R0134 

R0136 

RO140 

R0141 

R0142 

R0145 

R0148 

R0155 

RC159 

R0161 

R0165 

RO 16  8 

R0179 

RO180 

RO  181 

R0183 


$15.00 

15.50 

16.00 

15.00 

33.00 

39.00 

54.00 

46.00 

36.00 

26.00 
165.00 


10.50 

11.50 

14.50 

12.50 

6.50 

24.00 

12.50 
6.00 

9.50 

11.50 

10.50 

21.00 

14.50 

14.50 

11.50 
26.00 

9.00 

15.50 

32.00 

14.50 

26.00 
28.00 
13.00 

12.50 

13.00 

32.00 
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Essays 


Peter  Eichele,  lc  red-brown,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  20  x 24  mm R077  11.50 

Eisenhats,  lc  blue,  India  on  card,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  24  x 28  mm RO80  21.00 

Electric  Match  Co.,  type  R0178,  v.  f.,  21  x 24  mm 15.50 

F.  W.  King,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  23  x 23  mm 22.00 

E.  M.  Richardson,  Detroit,  Mich. 

3c  brown,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  185  x 27  mm  10.50 

3c  green,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  185  x 2 7 mm 10.50 

3c  plum,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  185  x 27  mm 10.00 

3c  slate-blue,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  185  x 27  mm 10.00 

3c  dark  green,  die  essay,  v.  f.,  185  x 27  mm 10.00 


By  Kenneth  Minuse 

Robson  Lowe  Ltd.,  London,  England.  Sale  of  July  23,  1963. 

Burrus  Collection 
Bahamas 


1862  lp  carmine-lake,  plate  proof  on  Crown  C.  C.  paper 11P5  56.00 

lp  red,  plate  proof  on  Crown  C.  C.  paper 11P5  42.00 

4p  dull  rose,  plate  proof,  imperf 13P5  72.80 

4p  dull  rose,  plate  proof  on  laid  paper,  2 proofs,  one  imperf.,  one 

perforated  on  three  sides  13P5,13P6  64.40 

6p  deep  violet,  plate  proof,  imperf 14P5  44.80 

lsh  green,  plate  proof,  imperf 15P5  72.80 

J.  N.  Sissons  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Canada.  Sale  July  31,  Aug.  1,  1963. 

Canada 

1851  3p  red,  plate  proof  on  India 1P3  18.00 


6p  blue-gray,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India,  re-backed  on  card  2TC3  9.00 
185  5 lOp  blue,  plate  proof  on  India,  with  vert.  “Specimen”  at  right  in  red 

7P3S-Vr  32.00 

1859  10c  red,  trial  color  proof  from  the  compound  die,  small  margins 

16TC2  21.00 

10c  orange,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India 16TC3  12.00 

17c  orange,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India 17TC3  18.00 

17c  blue,  plate  proof  on  India  with  vert.  “Specimen”  at  right  in  red 

19P3S-Vr  11.00 

1860  2c  deep  green,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India 20TC3  12.50 

1868  3c  red,  plate  proof  on  card,  horiz.  pair 69P4  9.00 

1903  lc  red,  Perkins,  Bacon  essay,  horiz.  pair,  left  stamp  creased 89E  28.00 


Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr, 


Philately  and  the  Essay-Proof  Society  lost  another  of  the  old  stalwarts  with  the  death 
of  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.  on  August  23,  1963,  at  the  age  of  76.  Mr.  Ward  was  famed  for 
nearly  a half  century  as  a collector  and  dealer  in  classic  stamps  and  writer  for  Mekeel’s 
Weekly  Stamp  News. 

His  “U.  S.  Notes”  column  appeared  continuously  in  that  magazine  since  October  12, 
1918.  It  was  a constant  source  of  authentic  information  about  U.  S.  stamps  and  postal 
history.  Mr.  Ward’s  personal  philatelic  preferences  were  presidential  franks,  unused 
U.  S.  classics  in  multiples  and  U.  S.  revenues.  His  foreign  classics,  called  “Aristocrats  of 
the  Stamp  Album,”  were  of  the  same  high  caliber. 

In  his  Philadelphia  office  he  handled  many  of  the  greatest  classic  issues  and  rarities, 
some  of  which  went  into  his  personal  collection.  From  these  stamps  Mr.  \\  ard  derived 
the  immense  store  of  knowledge  which  he  so  freely  and  faithfully  dispensed  to  a grateful 
philatelic  public. 
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Secretary’s  Report 

By  K ENNETH  Mi  nuse.  Secretary 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y. 

Members  Admitted 

1012  Buxbaum,  Edwin  C.,  Box  465,  Wilmington  99,  Delaware 

1013  Hill,  Mrs.  Adolph  B.,  Jr.,  4925  Pershing  Place,  St.  Louis  8,  Mo. 

1014  Roberts,  George  T.,  62  Park  Ave.,  Webster,  N.  Y. 

Application  Received 

1015  Anton,  William  T.  Sr.,  P.  O.  Box  123,  North  Hackensack  Station,  River  Edge,  N.  J.  07661 

(U.  S.  Paper  Money,  Colonial  Currency  and  Cents)  By  Julian  Blanchard 

Change  ot'  Address 

980  Fuld,  Dr.  George  J.,  to  P.  O.  Box  9035,  Akron,  Ohio,  44305 

Enumeration  of  Membership 

Members  reported  in  Journal  No.  79  245 


Gains  3 

Losses  o 


Net  membership  in  this  Journal  No.  80  248 

Non-member  subscribers  16 


Reports  of  Society  Monthly  Meetings 

Joseph  G.  Rf.inis,  Chairman  Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  September  1 1,  1963.  Present:  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Messrs.  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Cohen,  de 
Genring,  Finkelburg,  Gros,  Higgins,  Herst,  Jr.,  Irey,  Minuse,  Morris,  Peterman,  Reinis,  Rochlin,  and 
guests,  Messrs.  Haas  and  Soloman.  , 

Falk  Finkelburg  showed  one  volume  of  the  U.  S.  ic  through  10c  issue  of  1861,  which  included  essays, 
large  and  small  die  proofs,  many  trial  color  proofs  and  a nice  showing  of  the  various  grills.  His  usual 
authentic  explanation  of  these  various  items  added  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  exhibit. 

Albert  Cohen  showed  a large  framed  appointment  of  Edward  Church  to  the  post  of  consul  at  Port 
of  Bilboa,  Spain,  which  was  signed  by  George  Washington  and  Thomas  Jefferson  on  June  17,  1780,  at 
New  York,  which  was  the  national  capital  at  that  time.  The  document  had  the  L?nited  States  Great 
Seal”  impressed  on  the  top  left  corner.  This  is,  without  doubt,  a very  rare  document. 

Phillip  Rochlin,  intrigued  by  Dr.  Blanchard’s  article  on  the  1879  Congressional  Bill  ‘relating  to 
printing  impressions  from  portraits  and  vignettes’’  in  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  77,  page  28,  stated  that 
he  had  searched  the  pertinent  issues  of  the  Congressional  Record  to  ascertain  the  final  fate  of  this  Bill.  To 
his  amazement,  he  discovered  that  a slightly  altered  version  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  been 
signed  by  President  Hayes.  Further,  the  Act  is  still  on  the  statute  books  (U.  S.  Code,  Title  31,  Sect.  1 74 ) - 
However,  lest  anyone  rush  to  write  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  to  order  some  new  die 
proofs  for  his  collection,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  been  effectively  nullified 
by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  dated  January  24,  1888. 

Thomas  F.  Morris  gave  a very  interesting  talk  on  the  First  Charter  issue  of  U.  S.  National  Bank 
Notes,  and  also  a brief  history  of  the  founding  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  in  1943. 

Solomon  Altmann  talked  about  and  showed  various  patent  papers  and  Tax  Paid  stamps. 

This  was  an  enjoyable  and  informative  evening.  It  is  too  bad  that  so  many  members  missed  it. 


(Continued  from  Page  156.) 

The  Cocteau  concept  was  a radical  change  from  the  P rench  tradition  in  postage  stamp 
design.  As  a result  there  were  widespread  discussions,  pro  and  con,  not  only  in  the 
monthly  reviews,  but  also  in  the  stamp  columns  of  the  daily  press,  and  even  among  the  non- 
specialist writers. 

Regardless  of  these  commentaries  for  or  against  this  Cocteau  Marianne,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  it  is  very  much  in  the  modern  idiom,  but  not  so  extreme,  for  example,  as  the 
creations  of  El  Mekki,  whose  weird  stylistic  characters  appear  on  Tunisia’s  present-day 
stamps.  And  there  are  many  others. 
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Perfect  for 


Made  of  the  material  that  preserves 
priceless  and  irreplaceable  material  in 
the  Library  of  Congress. 


FREE  SAMPLES 

are  available,  plus  a list  of  sizes,  by 
writing  to 

Protective  Mounts 

525  S.  Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  5,  Calif. 


HOW  MANY? 

The  E.  P.  S.  has  several  hundred  members. 
At  a recent  stamp  exhibition,  we  joined  w:th 
three  other  New  York  auctioneers  in  a dis- 
cussion as  to  how  many  of  these  were  auc- 
tion buyers.  We  checked  the  number  of 
bidders  on  a collection  of  proofs  and  essays 
in  one  of  our  sales  who  were  E.  P.  S.  mem- 
bers, and  the  number  was  surprisingly  few. 

There  were  more  buyers  who  were  NOT 
members  than  there  were  those  who  were. 
This  indicates,  for  one  thing,  that  the  mem- 
bership potential  for  the  E.  P.  S.  is  rather 
large. 

Does  it  also  indicate  that  there  are  mem- 
bers who  are  not  interested  in  adding  to 
their  collections?  (We  are  allowing,  of 
course,  for  those  whose  collections  are  so 
advanced  that  there  is  little  coming  up  at 
auction  to  interest  them.) 

We’d  appreciate  comments  on  this,  and 
we’d  love  to  hear  from  any  E.  P.  S.  members 
who  are  interested  in  buying  fine  essay  and 
proof  material  and  who  are  not  now  on  our 
list.  There  must  be  quite  a few  of  these. 
Would  any  care  to  send  us  their  names? 

HERMAN  HERST,  JR. 

SHRUB  OAK,  N.  Y.  10588 


WANTED  TO  BUY 


Proof  bank  notes  — books  — En- 
gravings — vignettes  of  any  bank 
note  company. 

Bureau  of  engraving  books,  vi- 
gnettes etc. 

Counterfeit  detectors  — Heath, 
Ormsby,  etc. 

Documents  pertaining  to  banknote 
companies,  engravers,  etc. 

Please  forward  your  material,  to- 
gether with  price. 

If  accepted  we  will  promptly  air 
mail  check. 

James  Incorporated 

James  Building 

105  West  Main  St.,  Louisville  2,  Kentucky 
JUniper  3-4851-2-3 


Hawaii 
Portugal  &. 
(’atonies 

In  our  extensive  stocks  are: 

1 . A magnificent  group  of  essays 
and  proofs  of  both  postage  and 
revenue  stamps  of  Hawaii. 

2.  A comprehensive  selection  of 
postage  stamp  proofs  of  Portu- 
gal and  Colonies. 

We  invite  your  inquiries  about 
this  specialized  material  from 
two  increasingly  popular  areas. 

New  England  Stamp  Co. 

45  Bromfield  St.  Boston  8,  Mass. 


PROOF  PLATE 
BLOCKS 

All  Rich  Colors  and  Sound,  Unless 
Otherwise  Noted 


The 

“Herman  ” 

COLLECTION 


#llP3a  (3c  1851  on  Rice  Paper,  with  Pen 
Brush  Trial  Cancels),  left  Plate  No.  & Im- 
print Blk.  8,  Horiz.,  Creases,  1 Heavy  Re- 
paired Tear  in  Sheet  Margin,  Bright  Color, 

Very  Rare  Possibly  Unique  Net  $350 

#63TCP5  (lc  1861,  Trial  Color  in  Brown 
on  Parchment  Paper),  BT.  Plate  No.  & Im- 
print Blk.  12,  VF,  Scarce,  Est.  Cat.  $100  + 

Net  $ 50 

#65TC-AF5  (3c  1861  Exper.  Proof  on 

bluish  Stamp  Paper  ),  BT.  Plate  No.  & Im- 
print Blk.  8,  VF-S,  O.C.,  Rare  ....Net  $250 

#71P3  (30c  1861  on  India)  BT.  Plate  No. 
& Imprint  Blk.  12,  VF.,  Very  Scarce,  C. 
$150+  Net  $ 95 

# 1 48P3  (6c  on  India),  BT.  Plate  No.  Gr 
Imprint  Blk.  12,  VF-S,  Scarce,  Cat.  $125  + 

Net  $100 

#159TC3  (6c  Black  on  India),  Top  Plate 
No.  & Imprint  Blk.  12,  VF-S.,  Scarce,  Est. 
Cat.  $150+  Net  $ 95 

#212P3  (lc  on  India),  Top  Plate  No.  & 
Imprint  Blk.  12,  Superb,  Rare,  Cat.  $400  + 

Net  $250 

#219D-P5  (2c  Lake  on  Stamp  Paper),  Top 

Imprint  & Plate  No.  Blk.  10,  VF,  Est.  Cat. 
$100  Net  $ 50 

#222P3  (4c  Lincoln  on  India),  Top  Plate 
No.  & Imprint  Blk.  10,  Superb,  Blk.  12  Cats. 

$150  Net  $ 90 

#222P4  (Same  on  Card),  Top  Plate  No.  Or 

Imprint  Blk.  12,  Superb,  Rare,  Unpriced  by 
Scott  Net  $165 

#224TCP5  (6c  Org.-Red  Trial  Color  on 
Stamp  Paper),  Top  Plate  No.  Or  Imprint  Blk. 
12,  Very  Scarce,  Superb,  Est.  Cat.  $250  + 

Net  $175 

#262P4  ($2  on  Card),  Top  Plate  No.  Or 
Imprint  Blk.  6,  Superb,  Rare,  Cat.  $250  + 

Net  $225 

#263P4  ($5  on  Card),  Same,  C3t.  $350  + 

Net  $300 

WHAT  ELSE  DO  YOU  NEED  IN 
PROOFS  OR  ESSAYS? 

Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  References 
Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 


Jack  E.  Molesworth, 

APS  88  Beacon  Street 

CSA  Boston.  Mass.  02108 

SPA  Phone:  523-2522 


OF 

ARGENTINE 

ESSAYS 


FOR  SALE  INTACT 
AT 

S2.800.00 


1862-1934 — the  extensive  collection, 
housed  in  eleven  volumes,  formed  by 
the  late  Dr.  Clarence  Hainan  of 

Chicago. 

Full  details  are  available  from  the 
Private  Treaty  Department  of 

Robson  Lowe  Ltd. 

50  Pall  Mall 
London,  S.  W.  1. 

Cables:  “ Stamps , London , 5.  JT. 


When  replying  to  this  advertisement  please  mention 
that  you  saw  it  in  “ The  Essay  Proof  Journal.” 


AUCTION  MAR.  11,  12,  13 

Italy,  Colonies,  Offices  Abroad 
San  Marino,  Vatican  City 

A HIGHLY  specialized  collection,  generally  in  very 
™ fine  condition,  with  varieties  and  errors  of  perfo- 
ration, printing,  watermark  and  paper.  Italy  and  all 
its  Colonies  are  well  represented.  All  rarities  have 
been  expertized  by  Diena  or  Oliva. 

Early  issues  very  strong.  Imperfs  ( Manzoni,  etc. ) . 
“Servizio  di  Stato’s”  of  Italy  and  Colonies.  Proofs  of 
19th  century  issues. 

Occupation  and  Local  Issues  of  World  War  II— 
German  Occupation,  Montenegro,  Croatia,  “Base 
Atlantica,”  etc. 

Colonies  and  Offices  Abroad,  from  Albania  to  Va- 
lona.  Eritrea  parcel  post  and  dues.  Somalia  dues, 
and  so  on. 

In  the  same  sale,  British  Commonwealth  of  Na- 
tions and  General  Foreign,  with  many  Topicals 

Send  for  a catalog  today. 

HARMER,  ROOKE  & CO.,  Inc. 

560  Fifth  Avenue  (at  46th),  New  York,  N.  Y.,  10036 

International  Auctioneers  of  Fine  Stamps 


